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PREFACE^ 

The  Author's  design,  in  this  publication,  is  to  give 
children  such  a  taste  of  the  writings  of  the  Holy  Pen- 
then,-  as  may  engage  them  earnestly  and  seriously  in 
the  study  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  Old  and  iN'ew  Tes- 
tament. 

To  forward  them  in  this  laudable  and  pious  pursuit, 
he  has  selected- such  portions  of  the  Scriptures  as  are 
both  instructive  and  entertaining  ;  such  as  will  not  only 
interest  the  feelings,  but  mend  the  heart,  and  establish  in 
the  piind  those  unalterable  laws  of  the  Deity,  wliich 
iead.us  to  the  knowledge  of  himself,  which  cement  us  to- 
gether in  society,  and?  on  which  our  happiness,  both  in 
This  life  and  the  next,  must  absolutely  depend. 

This  is  the  author's  design,  which,  he  is  persuaded/ 
every  good  Christian  will  approve  ;  and  he  hopes  that 
he  has  been  careful  to  execute  it  in  such  a  mauner,.  as 
will  be  acceptable,  and  useful  to  the  public. 


SCRIPTURE  HISTORY 
ABRIDGED. 

CHAPTER  L 

Treating  of  God. 
GOP  is  in  himself  from  eternity  to  eternity,, 
without  beginning  and  without  end,  the  most  per- 
fect and  blessed  Being  :  In  his  substance,  spirit- 
ual and  eternal;  in  his  person,  Three,  united  in 
One ;  in  his  name,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ; 
in  his  will,  holy,  just,  merciful  and  true  ;  in  pow- 
er, omnipotent;  in  wisdom,  incomprehensible; 
a  light  unto  which  none  can  approach,  yet  all  in 
all;  omnipresent  in  every  place;  the  highest 
good,  and  the  only  inexhaustible  fountain  of  all 
goodness  ;  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  the  Di- 
rector, Projector^  Preserver,  and  Sustainer  of 
them  all, 

VW1»  ii   i 

CHAPTER  II. 

Of  the  Creation. 

IN  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and 
the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without  form  and 
void,  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep  ;  and  the  .sipirlt  of  God  moved  upon  the  face 
of  the  waters.  And  God  sajd,  Let  there  be  light  ; 
and  there  wa3  light.  And  God  saw  the  light,  that 
it  was  good  :  and  God  divided  the  light  from  the 
darkness.  And  God  called  the  light  Day,  and 
the  darkness  he  called  Night :  And  the  evening 
^nd  the  morning  were  the  first  day. 

And  God  said^Let  there  be  a  "firmament  in  the 
B2 
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midst  of  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide  the  waters 
from  the  waters.  And  God  made  the  firmament, 
and  divided  the  waters  which  were  under  the 
firmament  from  the  waters  which  were  above  the 
firmament  :  and  it  was  so.  And  God  called  the 
firmament  Heaven'.  Arid  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  second  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  the  waters  under  the  heav- 
en be  gathered  together  unto  one  place  :  and  let 
the  dry  land  appear:  and  it  was  so.  And  God 
callrd  the  dry  land,  Earth,  and  the  gathering  to- 
gether of  the  waters,  called  he  Seas  :  And  God 
saw  thai  it  was  good.  And  God  said,  Let  the 
earth  bring  forth  grass,  the  herb  yielding  seed, 
and  the  fruit  tree  yielding  fruit  after  his  kind, 
whose  seed  is  in  itself  upon  the  earth  :  and  it  was 
so.  And  the  earth  brought  forth  grass,  and  herb 
yielding  seed  after  his  kind,  and  the  tree  yielding 
fruit,  whose  seed  was  in  itself,  after  his  kind  :  and 
God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  the  evening  and 
the  morning  were  the  third  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firma- 
ment of  the  heaven  to  divide  the  day  fiom  the 
night :  And  let  them  be  for  signs,  and  seasons, 
and  for  days  and  years.  And  let  them  be  for 
lights  in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven,  to  give  light 
upon  the  earth  :  and  it  was  so.  And  God  made 
two  great  lights  ;  the  greater  light  to  rule  the  day, 
and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  rjight  ;  he  made 
the  stars  also.  And  God  set  them  in  the  firma- 
ment of  the  heaven  to  give  light  upon  the  earth, 
and  to  rule  over  the  day  and  over  the  night,  and 
to  divide  the  light  from  the  darkness:  and  God 
saw  that  it  was  good.  And  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  fourth  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  the  waters   bring  forth   a* 
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b'indantiy  the  moving  creature  that  hath  life,  and 
the  fowl  that  mav  fly  above  the  earth  in  the  open 
firmament  of  heaven.  And  God  created  great 
whales,  and  every  living  creature  that  moveth, 
which  the  waters  brought  forth  abundantly  after 
their  kind,  and  every  winged  fowl  after  his  kind  : 
and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  God  bless- 
ed them,  saying,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  fill 
the  waters  in  the  seas,  and  let  fowls  multiply  in 
She  earth.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning 
were  the  fifth  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  the   earth   bring   forth    the 
living  creature  after  his  kind,  cattle  and    creeping 
thing,  and  beast  of  the  earth  after  his    kind;   and 
it  was  so.     And  God  made  the  beast  of  the  earth 
after  his  kind,  and    cattle  after   their    kind,    and 
every  thing  that  creepelh  upon  the  earth  after  his 
kind  :  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.     And  God 
said,  Let  us  make  man  in    our   image,   after    our 
likeness  ;  and  let  him    have    dominion    over    the 
fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the    air,   and 
over  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  every 
creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the    earth.     So 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the    image 
of  God  created  he  him  ;  male  and  female  created 
he  them.     And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said 
unto  them,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and    replen- 
ish the  earth,  and  subdue  it,  and    have    dominion 
over  the   fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl   of  the 
air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that  creepe'ih    up- 
on the  earth.      And  God  said,  Behold  [  have  giv- 
en you  every  h>rb  bearing   seed,    which   is    upon 
the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every  tree,  in  which 
is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  Yielding-  s^ed  ;  to  you  it  *liali 
be  for  meat.     And  to  eyeV-y    beast    of  the   earth, 
and  to  every  fowl  of  the  air,  and   to   every   thing 
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that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  wherein  there  is  life, 
1  have  given  every  green  herb  for  meat ;  and  it 
was  so.  And  God  saw  every  thing  that  he,  had 
made,  and  behold  it  was  very  good.  And  the 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  sixth,  day. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Of  the  Garden  of  Eden* 

THUS  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were   finish*- 
ed,  and  all  the  host   of  them.     And  on   the   sev- 
enth day  God  ended  his  work  which  he  had  made  v 
and  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and    sanctified 
if,  because  that  in  it  he  had    rested-  from   all    his 
work,  the  creation- of  all   tilings    being    finished, 
and   tire  work   entirely    made.     The    Lord   God 
formed  man  of  the  dost  of  the  ground,  and  breath- 
ed into  his  nostrils  the   breath   of  life  ;  and   man 
became  a  living  soul.     And,  the  Lord  God   plant- 
ed a  Garden  eastward  in  Eden  ;  and  there  he  put 
ihe  man  whom-he  had  formed.     And   out    of  the 
ground  made  the  Lord  God  to    grow    every    tree 
that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight  and    good    for    food  \ 
the  tree  of  life  also  in  tire  midst  of  the  garden,  and 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good    an&  evil.     And  a 
river  went  out  of  Eden  to-  water  the  garden.     And 
the  Lord  God  took  the  man  and  put  him  into  the 
garden  of  Eden,  to  dress  it  and  to  keep    it.     And 
he  commanded  the  man,  saying.  Of  every  tree  in 
the  garden  thou  mayest  freely  eat ;  but  of  the  tree 
of  knowledge  of  good  anti  evil,  thou  shalrnot  eat 
of  it :  For  in  the  day    that   thou    eateth   thereof, 
thou  shalt  surely  die.     And  the  Lord    God    said, 
It  is  not  good  that  the  man    should    be   alone  ;  I 
will  make  him  an  help-meet  for  hiro.     And   out 
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• 
of  ihe  ground  the  Lord  formed  every  beast  of  the. 
field,  nod  every  fowl  of  the  air,  find  brought  them 
to  Adam,  to  see  what  he  would  call  them  :  And 
whatsoever  Adam  called  every  living  creature, 
that  was  the  name  thereof.  And  Adam  gave 
names  to  all  cattle,  and  to  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
to  every  beast  of  the  field  ;  but  for  Adam  there 
was  not  found  an  help-meet  for  him.  And  die 
Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam  / 
and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed  up  the 
flesh  instead  thereof.  And  the  rib  which  the 
Lord  God  had  taken  from  man  made  he  a  woman, 
and  brought  her  unto  the  man.  And  Adam  said, 
this  is  now  bone  of  mv  bone,  and  flesh  of  n\v 
fl^sh  ;  she  shall  be  called  woman,  because  she  was 
taken  out  of  man. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  Adam  and  Eve  in  Paradise  ;  their  Fall  and 
Expulsion. 
OUR  first  parents,  thus  placed  in  the  garden  of 
Eden,  were  perfectly  happy ;  as  they  were  per- 
fectly innocent.  Whilst  they  continued  obedient 
to  the  divine  command,  their  bliss  was  uninter- 
rupted, all  nature  smiled  around  them  ;  and,  as 
they  knew  no  sin,  though  they  were  both  naked  t 
they  were  not  ashamed.  But  they  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  this  delightful  situation  ; 
for  the  subtle  serpent,  (the  Devil)  by  his  artful 
insinuations,  prevailed  on  the  woman  to  eat  of  the 
forbidden  fruit,  which  having  tasted,  she  gave  un- 
to her  husband.  And  he  did  eat  also.  My  this 
transgression  of  the  law  of  God,  they  lost  their 
innocence  and  happiness  together  :  Their  eyes 
were  opened  ;  they  became  sensible  of  their  nak= 
A4 
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edness  ;  and,  conscious  of  their  guijt,    endeavour- 

ed  to  hide  themselves    from   the  nr<  sence  of  their 
offended  Creator  amongst  the  tires  of  the  garden. 
13ut  this  was  a    vain    attempt,    and    cqnaliy    v;?:n 
were  their  excuses  ;  Hie  man  laying  the  blame  o« 
4he  woman,  and  live  woman  on  the  serpent.   Here- 
upon the  Lord  pronounced   a    heavy    curse   upon 
the  serpent,  by  whose  wiles  sin    and    death    were 
<hus  introduced  into  the  world  ;  but  in  the    midst 
of  his  anger,  Caking  pity  on  fallen  man,  he   imme- 
diately promised  that  the  seed  of  the  woman  should 
bruise  the  serpent's  bead  ;    by    which    is    under- 
stood, that  mankind  should  be  delivered  from  sin. 
A  *.i  death,  and  the  power  of  the  devil,  by  Jesus 
Chkist,  who  should  be    born    of  a   virgin.     Fur 
Eve's  disobedience,  God  passed  this  sentence  up- 
on her,  I  icill  multiply  thy-  sorrow  and  tin/    corf 
ception  ;  in  sorrow  shall  thou  bring  forth   chil- 
dren, and  thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband,  and 
he  shall  rule  over  thee.     And  unto  Adam  belaid, 
Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy   sake;  in   sorrow 
shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the    days    of  thy    life. 
Thorns  also  and  thistles  shall  it    brisg  forth    to 
thee  ;  and  thou  shalt  eat  ike    herb   of  the  fidd. 
In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  skc.lt  thou  eat  bread,  un- 
til thou  returned,  unto  the   ground  ;  for    out   of 
it  wast  thou  taken, for  dust  thou    art,    and   wifa 
dust  shalt  thou    return.     Then    were    the    fallen- 
pair  driven  from  their  sent  of  bliss,    and    ea.'j 
to  hardships,  sorrow,   sickness    and    death    itself 
which  are  likewise  the  just  lot  of  ail   their  l 
posterity.  t    • 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  Consequences  of  the  Fall 

THE  seed  of  sin  being  sown  in  our  first  par- 
ents, soon  showed  its  fatal  effects  in  their  immedi- 
ate offspring,  and  afterwards  in  their  most  remote 
descendants  ;  for  Satan,  having  but  too  well  suc- 
ceeded in  his  first  attempts  upon  the  innocence  of 
man,  unweari.et%  pursued  ihe  advantages  he  had 
gained,  in  order  to  invoive  the  whole  human  race 
in  misery  and  destruction.  •  A  melancholy  in- 
stance of  this  we  have  in  the  story  of  Cain  and 
Abel,  the  sons  of  Adam  and  Eve.  The  former, 
vho  was  a  husbandman,  brought  of  the  fruit  of 
the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  Aoel, 
who  was  a  shepherd  brought  also  of  the  Jirstbngs- 
of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  But  Cain 
(whose  heart  was  full  of  hatred  and  envy)  finding 
his  offering  not  so  acceptable  to  G od  as  that  of 
Abel,  was  very  wroth,  and  meditated  revenge  on 
bis  innocent  brother.  Accordingly,  when  they 
were  together  in  the  field,  he  took  the  opportuni- 
ty and  rose  up  against  him  and  slew  him  ;  but 
the  blood  of  the  righteous  Abel  crying  from  the 
ground  for  vengeance,  God  condemned  Cain  to  be 
a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the  earth',  setting 
a  mark  upon  himauat  none  might  slay  him/  so 
that  he  might  live  to  bear  the  simgs  of  a  wound- 
ed conscience. 

However,  though  sin  began  to  reign  in  the 
work!  so  early,  God  was  known  to  and  worship- 
ped by  the  Patriarchs,  especially  by  the  family  of 
fcelh,  one  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  And  amongst 
these  patriarchs  the  scripture  mentions  Enoch  ; 
who  walked  with  God,  and  God  took  him  out  of 
the  world,  so  that  he  died  not ;  thereby  reraarka- 
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blv  rewarding  his  eminent  piety  and  goodness 
and  pointing  out  to  mankind  a  state  of  futurity. 
But  in  process  of  time,  the  posterity  of  St  th  was 
corrupted  likewise,  and  mingled  with  the  wicked  ; 
insomuch  that  the  world  was  filled  with,  violence, 
and  the  corruption  was  so  great  and  general,  that 
God  determined  to  destroy  the  whole  race  of  man 
by  the  flood,  except  righteous  Noah  and  his  family. 
To  this  purpose  God  commanded  Noah  to  build 
an  ark,  in  which  he  and  his  wife,  his  three  sons, 
(Sheun,  Ham,  and  JaphetbJ  and  their  wives,  and 
the  male  and  female  of  every  species  of  fowls, 
cattle,  and  creeping  things,  should  be  preserved 
from  the  universal  deluge. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  the  Flood. 

IT  was  in  the  year  of  the  world  1656,  before 
Christ  2346,  and  the  600th  of  Noah's  age,  that 
he  and  his  family,  and  the  several  kinds  of  ani- 
mals, as  God  had  commanded,  entered  into  the 
ark,  which  had  been  an  hundred  years  in  build- 
ing. This  being  done,  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep  were  broken  up,  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened,  and  such  violent  rains  poured  down  for 
forty  days  and  forty  nights,  that  the  waters  a- 
rose  fifteen  cubits  above  the  highest  mountains, 
and  both  man,  cattle,  creeping  things,  and  the 
fowls  of  heaven  were  destroyed,  and  Noah  only 
remained  alive,  and  they  that  were  with  him  in 
the  ark.  When  the  waters  were  considerably  a- 
bated,  the  ark  rested  on  the  mountains  of  Ararat ; 
and  having  continued  there  several  months  Noah 
sent  forth  a  raven,  which   went  to   and    fro ;  and 


Scripture  History  Abridged  11 

after  {hat  a  dove,  which  finding  no  resting  place^ 
came  back  to  the  ark,  and  he  took  her  in.  Sevei| 
days  afterwards  he  sent  ont  the  dove,  which  re» 
turned  with  an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth  :  And  hav: 
ing  waited  seven  davs  longer,  he  sent  forth  tht 
same  dove,  but  she  returned  no  more  ;  by  which 
he  knew  that  the  waters  were  dried  from  off  th<; 
earth.  God  then  commanded  Noah  to  come  out 
of  the  ark,  with  his  family  and  the  living  crea- 
tures, in  which  they  had  been  shut  up,  according 
to  our  account  of  time,  from  the  29th  of  October 
to  the  8th  of  November  the  following  year,  that  is, 
one  year  and  ten  days. 

CHAPTER  VIL 

The  world  divided  amongst  Noah's  three  sons,  and 
the  building  of  the  Tower  of  Babel. 

NOAH  began  the  new  world  by  building  an 
altar  to  the  Lord  ;  and  he  took  of  every  clean 
beast,  and  every  clean  fowl,  and  offered  burnt  of- 
ferings on  the  cdtar.  The  Almighty  accepted^ 
his  sacrifice,  graciously  promising,  that  while  tW'- 
earth  remaineth,  seed  time  and  harvest,  and  cold, 
and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and 
nighty  shall  not  cease.  And  God  set  his  bow  in 
the  clouds  (the  rainbow)  in  token  of  an  everlast- 
ing covenant  he  made  with  Noah  and  all  his  pos- 
terity, that  be  would  never  more  destroy  the  world 
by  a  deluge. 

Sixty-seven  years  after  the  flood,  Ileber,  a  de- 
scendant of  Shem,  was  born  ;  from  him  came  the 
iff  brews  and  the  Hebrew  language.  About  this 
time  Hebron,  afterwards  the  metropolis  of  Judab, 
vas  btjiJt.  A  hundred  w.rs  after  the  flood,  Noah 
A? 
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divided  the  earth  among  his  three  sons  ;  Japhetli 
liad  the  west  of  Asia,  from  lU?.  mountains  Taurus 
and  Anan,  and  all  Europe.  Ham  had  all  Arabia, 
and  all  Africa.  Shem  had  aril  the*  eastern  Asia. 
Fourteen  years  after  the  earth  was  partitioned  out 
among  the  sons  of  Noah,  Nimrod,  the  grandsom 
of  Ham,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Babylonish  of. 
Assyrian  Monarchy.  And  the  world  being  no^r 
pretty  well  replenished  with  inhabitants,  they  be- 
gan to  build  the  city  and  tower  of  Babel,  vainly  at- 
tempting to  raise  its  walls  to  the  ver)  skies,  ie 
hop?s  of  rendering  their  names  immortal.  But 
God  soon  banled  their  impious  project,  by  con- 
founding their  language,  so  that  they  could  not 
understand  each  other ;  and  thence  the  tower 
was  called  Babel,  which  signifies  con-fusion.  The 
one  ianguage  of  the  world  was  now  divided  into 
seventy-two  sorts  (the  Hebrew  remaining  in  the. 
posterity  of  Heber)  and  the  distractions  arising 
from  hence  not  only  put  a  stop  to  the  building, 
but  occasioned  their  dispersion  over  the  face  of 
the  earth.  The  city  of  Babylon,  in  some  time< 
uiK^er  another  prince,  became  the  metropolis  o% 
Chaldea.  And  soon  after  Nineveh,  the  metropo*- 
lis  of  Syria,  was  built. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

Thr.  ftirth  and  Call  of  Abraham,  audthe  Promis- 
es made  to  Mm.     Sodom  and  Gomorrah  des- 
troyed.    Isaac  born. 
THREE  hundred  and  fifty  two  years  after  the 
flood,  and  the  next  after  Noah's  dpath,  the  great 
patriarch  Abraham  was  born,  the   father   of  tlie 
Jewish  nation,  and  (in  a  spiritual  sense)  of  all  the 
faithful.    When  he  was  seven ty-6r«  years  of  ag°r 
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Goii  was  pleased  to  call  him  out  of  his  native 
country  to  go  into  the  land  of  Canaan  which  he 
promised  to  give  to  his  decendants  ;  that  he 
would  make  of  him  a  great  nation,  and  that  iti 
him  shoidd  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bless- 
ed :  As  from  him,  according  to  the  flesh,  should 
descend  the  Messiah,  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

About  the  27th  year  of  his  age,  Salem,  (after- 
wards called  Jerusalem)  situated  in  the  centre  oi 
Judea,  was  built  by  Melchisedeck  ;  and  in  the 
99th  year  of  Abraham  the  seal  of  circumcision 
was  given  to  him  and  his  posterity. 

Now  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admah  and  Zebo- 
im,  were,  for  their  abominable  sins,  destroyed  by 
fire  and  brimstone  from  heaven  ;  only  the  righteous 
Lot,  with  his  wife  and  daughters,  were  brought 
out  of  it  by  two  angels,  whom  Lot  had  entertain- 
ed ;  but  his  wife,  for  looking  back  after  her  es- 
cape, was  turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt. 

In  Abraham's  100th  year,  and  Sarah's  90th, 
Isaac  was  born.  Fifty  years  after  which  the  pa- 
sriarch  Shem  died,  A.  M.  2151.  From  thence  it 
is  evident,  that  the  whole  series  of  things,  from 
the  creation  to  this  time,  might  be  orally  trans- 
mitted down  in  three  lives  only.  For  as  Isaac 
was  fifty  years  cotemporary  with  Shem,  so  Shem 
was  ninety-seven  with  Methuselah,  and  he  244 
with  Adam.  Methuselah  died  but  the  year  be- 
fore the  deluge  ;  and  it  is  very  natural  to  believe, 
that  he  discoursed  often  with  his  grandson  Noah 
and  his  sons  on  the  subjects  of  the  creation  and 
fall,  as  he  had  received  the  same  from  Adarn. 
When  Isaac  was  25  years  eld,  God,  in  trial  of 
Abraham's  faith  and  obedience,  commanded  hina 
to  offer  up  this  his  only  son.  The  good  man  with- 
out any  hesitation,  complied  with  the  divise  coin- 
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mand  ;  but  just  as  he  was  about  to  slay  Isaac,  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  called  him  to  desist  ;  and  Abra- 
ham  looking  about  him,  saw  a  ram  caught  by  the 
horns  in  a  thicket,  which  he  offered  up  instead  of 
his  son.  Abraham  having  lived  to  the  age  of  175 
years,  cave  up  the  ghost,  and  his  sons  Isaac  and 
Ishmael  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  Macpelah, 
which  he  had  purchased  for  a  family  sepulchre, 
and  where  he  himself  had  buried  Sarah  his  wife. 

In  the  60th  year  of  Isaac's  age  Jacob  was  born, 
who  was  the  father  of  Joseph,  whose  affecting 
history  is  the  subject  of  the  following  chapter. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Of  Joseph  and  his  Brethren. 

THE  patriarch  Jacob  had  twelve  sons,  who 
were  the  heads  of  the  twelve  tribes  Or  families  of 
the  children  of  Israel.  Their  names  were  Reu- 
ben, Simeon.  Levi,  Judah,  Issachar,  Zebulon,  Dan, 
Napbtali,  Gad,  Asher,  Joseph  and  Benjamin. 
Of  all  these  sons  he  had  the  greatest  affection  for 
Joseph  and  Benjamin,  but  the  former  was  hrs  pe- 
culiar favourite,  and  accordingly  distinguished 
from  the  rest  by  gay  and  party-coloured  apparel. 
This  raised  the  envy  of  his  brethren  ;  but  what 
increased  their  disgust  was,  that  Joseph  having 
always  the  ear  of  his  indulgent  father,  was  very 
officious  in  telling  him  their  faults,  or  any  little 
stories  to  their  disadvantage.  Thus  he  became 
the  object  of  their  mortal  hatred  ;  which  was  still 
more  aggravated  by  his  telling  them  two  remarka- 
ble dreams  ;  the  one,  that  as  they  were  binding 
sheaves  in  the  field,  his  sheaf  arose  and  stood  in 
the  midst  of  theirs,  and  that  theirs  made  obeisance 
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to  his  sheaf.  The  other,  that  the  sun,  moon,  and 
eleven  stars  made  obeisance  to  him.  Both  which 
seemed  to  portend  his  future  advancement  and 
grandeur,  and  their  being  obliged  to  bow  down 
before  him. 

Hereupon  they  determined  to  destroy  him ; 
and  having  a  favorable  opportunity,  when  they 
were  feeding  their  father's  flocks  in  a  distant  part 
of  the  country,  they  conspired  together  to  kill  him, 
and  to  report  that  some  wild  beast  had  devoured 
him,  and  then  (said  they  in  derision)  toe  shall  see 
what  will  become  of  his  dreams.  But  Reuben  dis- 
suaded them  from  their  cruel  purposes  saying  to 
them,  shed  no  blood,  but  cast  him  into  this  pit  in 
the  wilderness  ;  intending  afterwards  privately  to 
carry  him  again  to  his  father.  Accordingly  they 
cast  him  into  the  pit,  as  Reuben  advised,  having 
first  stripped  him  of  his  coat  of  many  colours,  and 
set  down  to  eat  bread.  Whilst  they  were  thus  re- 
galing themselves,  they  espied  a  company  of  mer- 
chants advancing  towards  them  ;  upon  which 
they  went  and  drew  Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and 
sold  him  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver.  This  was 
done  in  the  absence  of  Reuben,  who  returning  to 
the  pit,  and  not  finding  Joseph  there,  rent  his 
clothes,  and  coming  to  his  brethren,  cried  out, 
The  child  is  not,  and  I  whither  shall  1  go  ?  They 
then  formed  a  scheme  to  conceal  their  guilt  and 
deceive  their  aged  father,  to  which  purpose  they 
killed  a  kid,  and  having  dipped  Joseph's  coat  in 
the  blood,  they  carried  it  home  to  Jacob ;  upon 
sight  of  which  the  poor  man,  not  suspecting  any 
fallacy,  but  concluding  that  his  darling  son  was 
torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beasts,  burst  into  tears,  and 
inourned  many  days,  refusing  to  be  comforted. 

The  merchants  who  bought  Joseph,  carried  hii^J 
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to  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  and  there 
sold  him  to  Potiphar,  a  captain  of  the  guards. 
This  officer,  observing  that  Joseph  was  very  care- 
ful and  industrious,  and  that  every  thing  prosper- 
ed in  his  hand,  advanced  him  t^  be  steward  over 
all  his  household  ;  and  for  Joseph's  sake,  the  bless- 
ing of  the  Lord  was  upon  all  that  Potiphar  had  in 
the  house,  and  in  the  field. 

Now  Joseph  being  a  very  comely  youth,  his 
mistress  was  so  charmed  with  his  person,  that  she 
endeavored,  time  after  time,  to  allure  him  ;  but 
his  virtue  was  proof  against  all  her  solicitations. 
Upon  this  unexpected  coldness,  her  love  was  turn- 
ed to  hatred  ;  having  falsely  accused  him  to  her 
husband,  the  too  credulous  Potiphnr,  without  fur- 
ther inquiry,  confined  him  in  the  king's  prison. 

Joseph  had  not  been  long  there,  before  he  gave 
such  evidences  of  his  wisdom  and  virtue,  that  the 
keeper  treated  him  with  great  indulgence.  He 
had  a  peculiar  talent  at  interpreting  dreams,  of 
,\vhich  the  instances  of  Pharaoh's  chief  butler  and 
baker  are  a  sufficient  proof ;  and  in  process  of 
time  he  had  an  opportunity  of  shewing  it  to  Pha- 
raoh himself,  whose  remarkable  dreams  concern- 
ing the  fat  and  lean  kine,  and  the  full  and  thin 
ears  of  corn,  gave  him  great  uneasiness,  none  of 
his  learned  magicians  being  able  to  intrepret  them, 
or  give  him  any  satisfaction.  This  occasioned 
the  chief  butler  to  remember  Joseph,  and  here- 
commended  him  to  Pharaoh,  who  sent  for  him 
out  of  prison,  and  related  to  him  his  dreams. 
Having  heard  them,  he  assured  the  king  that  the 
seven  fat  kine  and  the  seven  full  ears  of  corn, 
denoted  seven  years  of  plenty  ;  and  that  the  sev- 
en lean    kine  Hnd  seven    thin  ears,  signified  seven 
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houses  with  corn  during  the  first  seven  years,  that 
he  might  supply  the  warns  of  his  people  during 
the  following  years  of  scarcity,  and  thereby  gain 
immense  sums  of  money,  In  a  word,  Joseph's 
scheme  was  highly  approved, and  himself  appoint- 
ed to  put  it  in  execution,  being  made  steward  cf 
Pharaoh's  household,  and  ruler  (next  to  the  king) 
of  cr  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

As  Joseph  had  foretold,  the  seven  years  of  plen- 
ty were  followed  by  a  severe  famine,  which  ex- 
fended  as  far  a%  the  land  of  Canaan,  where  Jacob 
lived  ;  who,  hearing  of  the  store  laid  up  in  Egypt, 
sent  all  his  sons  thither  (except  Benjamin)  to  buy 
corn  for  their  subsistence.  When  Joseph  saw  his 
brethren,  he  ktiew  them,  bu\made  himself  strange, 
and  spake  roughly  to  them,  saying.  IV hence  come 
ye  and  they  answered,  From  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan to  buy  food ;  but  he  told  them  they  were 
spies,  and  were  come  to  see  the  nakedness  of  the 
land.  And  they  relied,  Nay,  my  lord,  we  are  not 
spies  ;  thy  servants  are  twelve  brethren,  the  sons 
of  one  man  in  the.  land  cf  Canaan  ;  and  behold 
fhe  youngest  is  this  day  with  our  father,  and  one 
'is  not.  Well,  said  Joseph,  Hereby  ye  shall  be 
proved:  For  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh,  ye  shall  not 
go  forth  hence  except  your  youngest  brother 
come  hither.  Send  one  of  you,  and  let  him  fetch 
your  brother,  and  ye  shallbe  kept  in  prison.,  thai 
your  words  may  be  proved.  Having  confined  them 
for  three  days  he  made  them  another  proposal : 
If  ye  be  true  7nen,  (said  he)  let  one  of  your  breth- 
ren be  bound  in  the  hovse  of  our  prison  ;  and  go 
ye,  and  carry  corn  for  the  famine  of  your  houses. 
But  bring  your  youngest  brother  unto  me ;  so 
shall  your  words  be  verified,  and  ye  thall  not  die. 
in  this  situation  they  began  to  reflect  on    their  ill 
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treatment  of  Joseph,  saying,  We  are  verily  guil- 
ty concerning  our  brother,  in  that  tbhen  he  be- 
sought us  we  would  not  hear  ;  therefore  is  this 
distress  come  upon  us. 

These  words  were  spoken  in  the  presence  of  Jo- 
seph, but  his  brethren  knew  not  that  he  understood 
them  ;  for  he  conversed  with  them  by  an  inter- 
preter. And  he  turned  himself  from  them  and 
wept ,  and  returning  to  them  again,  took  Simeon 
and  bound  him  before  their  eyes.  He  then  gave 
orders  to  fill  their  sacks  with  corn*,  to  put  each 
man's  money  into  his  sack,  and  to  give  them  pro- 
visions for  their  journey.  This  done,  they  de- 
parted ;  and  one  of  them  on  the  road,  having 
pened  his  sack  to  give  his  ass  provender,espied  his 
money,  &  showed  it  to  his  brethren  ;  at  which  they 
were  very  much  surprise  and  frightened.  Howev- 
er, theypursued  their  journey,  and  came  to  Jacob, 
and  told  him  all  that  had  befallen  them,particularly 
that  the  lord  of  the  country  had  detained  Simeon, 
and  insisted  on  their  bringing  their  brother  Benja- 
min into  Egypt.  This  was  melancholy  news  to 
the  good  old  man,  and  drew  from  him  this  com- 
plaint :  "  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of  my  children  ; 
Joseph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and, ye  will  take 
Benjamin  also."  To  which  he  added,  "  My  son 
shall  not  go  with  you,  for  if  mischief  befal  him  by 
the  way,  ye  will  bringdown  my  gray  hairs  with 
sorrow  to  the  grave." 

At  length,  however,  when  their  corn  was  all 
consumed,  and  the  famine  was  still  sore  in  the 
land,  Jacob  was  prevailed  upon  by  Judah's  prom- 
ises to  bring  Benjamin  safe  home  again,  lo  let  him 
go  down  with  his  brethren  into  Egypt  ;  and  for 
fear  it  was  owing  to  some  mistake  that  they  brought 
hack  the  money  in  their  sacks,   he   now   ordered 
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them  to  take  double  the  quantity,  together  ttith  a 
handsome  present  for  the  lord  of"  the  country.  As 
soon  as  Joseph  was  acquainted  with  their  arrival, 
he  ordered  a  dinner  to  be  provided  for  them  at 
his  own  house,  and  Simeon  was  released  from  his 
confinement.  When  Joseph  came  in  they  bioughr 
him  their  presents  in  the  most  submissive  manner, 
bowing  themselves  to  the  earth  ;  but  he  was  so 
affected  at  the  sight  of  Benjamin,  that  he  retired 
into  his  chamber  and  wept.  At  dinner  time  he 
returned  to  them  again  ;  and  having  placed  them 
according  to  their  age,  he  sent  messes  to  each  of 
ihem,  but  Benjamin's  niess  was  live  times  as  big 
as  any  of  the  rest. 

Joseph  having  thus  entertained  his  brethren, 
commanded  his  steward  to  fill  their  sacks  with 
corn,  and  put  each  man's  money  in  his  sack's 
mouth,  and  his  silver  cup  into  the  sack  belonging 
to  Benjamin.  In  the  morning  they  sat  out  with 
their  asses,  but  had  not  got  far  from  the  city,  when 
a  messenger  overtook  them,  who  accused  them 
with  stealing  the  cup.  They  all  denied  the  charge, 
saying,  God  forbid  thy  servants  shoidd  do  this 
thing;  and  they  put  the  matter  upon  this  issue, 
With  whomsoever  of  thy  servants  it  be  found,  let 
him  die,  and  we  will  be  my  lord's  bond  men* 
Search  being  made,  the  cup  was  found  in  Benja- 
min's sack  ;  whereupon  they  rent  their  clothes, 
and  returned  to  the  city  ;  and  being  come  to  Jo- 
seph's house,  they  fell  down  before  him  on  the 
ground. 

And  Joseph  sa]d}iDhat  deedis  this  that  ye  have 
done  ?  And  Judah  answered,  What  shall  we  say 
unto  our  lord,  or  how  shall  we  clear  ourselves  1 
God  hath  found  out  our  iniquity,  and  we  are  thy 
bond-slaves.     But  Joseph  replied,  God  forbid  ! 
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the  man  with  whom  the  cup  is  found  shall  be  my 
servant ;  but  as  for  you,  get  you  up  in  peace  tin- 
to  your  father.  Then  Judah  represented  to  him 
wilh  what  difficulty  he  had  persuaded  Jacob  to 
part  with  Benjamin,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to 
become  surety  for  the  lad  to  his  father,  saving.  If 
I  bring  him  not  unto  thee  again,  then  will  I  bear 
the  blame  forever,  Therefore,  I  pray  thee,  let 
thy  servant  be  a  bond-slave  instead  of  the  lad, 
and  let  him  go  up  with  his  brethren  ;  for  how 
shall  I  go  to  my  father,  and  the  lad  be  not  with 
me.     If  I  do  he  will  surely  die. 

Joseph  could  now  no  longer  refrain,  but  order- 
ed eveiy  man  out  of  the  room  before  he  made 
himself  known  to  his  brethren.  And  he  wept  a~ 
loud,  and  said,  I  am  Joseph:  Dothmy  father  yet 
live  ?  At  this  they  were  astonished,  and  could 
not  answer  him,  for  they  were  troubled  at  his 
presence.  He  then  desired  them  to  come  near  to 
him,  and  said,  1  am  Joseph,  your  brother,  whom 
yc  sold  into  Egypt.  Now  therefore,  be  not  griev- 
ed nor  angry  with  yourselves  that  ye  sold  me 
hither  ;  for  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me,  but  God 
sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  life.  Haste  ye  to 
my  father,  and  say  unto  him,  Thus  saith  thy  son 
Joseph,  God  hath  made  me  lord  of  all  Egypt  / 
come  down  unto  me,  tarry  not  :  And  thou  sfiali 
dwell  in  the  land  of  Goshen,  and  there  will  I 
nourish  thee,  lest  thou  and  thy  household  come  to 
poverty;  for  there  are  yet  five  years  of  fame. 
Behold  your  eyes  see,  and  the  eyes  of  my  brother 
Benjamin,  that  it  is  my  mouth  that  speaketh  un- 
to you.  And  he  fell  upon  Benjamin's  neck, 
and  ivept,  and  Benjamin  wept  upon  his  neckB 
Moreover  he  kissed  all  his  brethren,  and  wept  up- 
on them  ;  after  which  they  talked  freely  together- 
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Pharaoh  was  pleased  when  he  heard  of  this 
pathetic  interview,  and  ordered  Joseph  to  send 
waggons  along  with  his  brethren,  to  bring  their 
father,  their  wives,  and  children  into  Egypt.  And 
Joseph  did  so,  giving  them  provisions  for  the 
way  ;  and  sent  his  father  twenty  asses  laden  with 
good  things  of  the  land.  But  when  they  came  to 
Jacob,  and  told  him  that  Joseph  was  yet  alive,  and 
governor  over  all  Egypt,  his  heart  fainted,  for 
he  believed  them  not.  However,  when  he  had 
heard  the  whole  message,  and  saw  the  waggons 
that  were  sent  to  carry  him  down,  his  spirit  re- 
vived, and  he  said,  It  is  enough,  Joseph  my  son  is 
yet  alive  :  I  ivill  go  and  see  him  before  I  die.  So 
Jacob  and  all  his  family  sat  out  for  Egypt :  And 
Joseph  went  in  his  chariot  to  meet  his  father,  and 
fell  on  his  neck  and  wept  greatly  ;  and  Israel  said 
unto  Joseph,  "  Now  let  me  die,  since  I  have  seen 
thy  face,  and  thou  art  yet  alive,  Oh  my  son  !;' 

CHAPTER  X. 

The  oppression  of  the  Children  of  Israel  in  Egypt, 
and  their  Deliverance  from  thence. 
BY  the  express  order  of  Pharaoh,  the  children 
of  Israel  (who  were  seventy  in  number)  were 
seated  in  the  land  of  Goshen,  the  most  fertile  part 
of  Egypt ;  where  the  good  patriarch  Jacob  lived 
seventeen  years,  and  then  died,  at  the  age  of  a 
hundred  and  forty-seven.  His  body  being  em- 
balmed, was  carried  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  to 
be  buried  with  his  ancestors;  Joseph  and  his 
brethren,  with  the  servants  of  Pharaoh,  the  elders 
of  his  house,  and  the  elders  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
attending  the  solemnity.  Joseph  died  fifty-eight 
years  after   his  fathers  being  1 10  years  old, 
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The  Israelites  now  increased  and  multiplied  sq 
exceedingly,  that  Pharaoh,  (a  new  king  who  knew 
not  Joseph)  being  afraid  they  would  grow  too 
powerful,  endeavored  to  destroy  them.  With  this 
view  he  set  task-masters  over  them,  who  "  made 
their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage,  in  mortar, 
and  in  brick,  and  in  all  manner  of  service  in  the 
field  ;  but  the  more  they  were  afflicted,  the  more 
they  multiplied  and  grew.''  This  rigorous  treat- 
ment not  having  the  intended  effect,  Pharaoh  or- 
dered the  Hebrew  mid  wives  to  kill  all  the  male 
children  of  the  Israelites,  as  soon  as  they  were 
born  ;  but  the  mid  wives  disobeying  this  wicked 
command,  he  charged  his  own  people  to  execute 
bis  cruel  purpose,  saying,  "  Every  son  that  is 
born,  ye  shall  cast  into  the  river,  and  every  daugh- 
ter ye  shall  save  alive." 

Now  the  wife  of  a  certain  Levite  being  deliver- 
ed of  a  fine  son,  she  concealed  him  for  three 
months  ;  but  finding  she  could  not  hide  him  any 
longer,  she  put  him  in  an  ark  of  bulrushes,  and 
laid  him  in  the  flags,  by  the  river's  brink,  trusting 
the  event  to  Providence.  In  this  condition  the 
babe  was  found  by  Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  took 
compassion  on  him,  employed  his  own  mother  to 
nurse  him,  and  afterwards  kept  him  as  her  own 
son,  giving  him  the  name  of  Moses. 

When  the  foundling,  thus  providentially  pre- 
served, was  grown  up  to  a  state  of  manhood,  "  he 
went  out  to  his  brethren,  and  looked  on  their  bur- 
thens ;  and  seeing  an  Egyptian  strike  an  Hebrew, 
He  killed  the  Egyptian,  and  buried  him  in  the 
sand.  This  coming  to  the  ears  of  Pharaoh,  Mo- 
ses was  obliged  to  fly  into  the  land  of  Midian, 
where  he  married  ;  and  as  he  was  keeping  the 
flocks  of  Jethro,  his  father  in  law,  God   appeared 
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to  him  in  a  burning  bush,  told  him  he  had  seen  the 
afflictions  of  h*u  people  in  Egypt,  and  had  sent 
him  to  be  their  deliverer.  Accordingly  he  carried 
the  divine  message  to  Pharaoh,  and  having  (with 
his  brother  Aaron)  wrought  many  miracles,  and 
smote  Egypt  with  ten  plagues,  he  at  length  forced 
the  hardened  king  to  let  the  Israelites  depart  out 
of  his  territories.  This  event  happened  430  years 
after  the  call  of  Abraham,  140  after  Jospph's 
death,  in  the  year  of  the  world  2513,  and  1491 
years  before  Jesus  Christ. 

■    i  WW  i 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Pharaoh  and  his  Host   drowned  in.  the  Red-Sea, 
The  Murmuring  of  the  Israelites. 

SOON  after  the  children  of  Israel  were  gone 
but  of  Egypt,  Pharaoh's  heart  was  hardened,  and 
he  pursued  them  with  his  whole  army  ;  and  com- 
ing up  with  them  near  the  Red-Sea,  God  was 
pleased  to  work  their  deliverance  in  a  very  won- 
derful manner,  by  dividing  the  sea,  so  that  the 
Israelites  walked  through  it  on  dry  land,  and  the 
Egyptians  that  followed  them  were  so  totally  o- 
verwhelmed  by  the  return  of  the  waters,  that  not 
one  of  the  host  of  Pharaoh  remained  alive. 

This  miracle  made  an  awful  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Israelites,  who  thereupon  feared 
and  believed  the  Lord,  and  his  servant  Moses. 
But  in  a  few  days  they  began  to  shew  a  murmur- 
ing, discontented  spirit ;  first,  at  the  bitter  waters 
of  Marah,  which  were  miraculously  made  sweet ; 
and  then  in  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  where  they 
complained  for  want  of  bread,  wishing  they  had 
died  in  Egypt,  when  they  sat  by  th  flesh  pots 
and  did  eat  bread  to  the  full.     To  satisfy  their 
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hunger,  God  was  pleased  to  send  a  prodigious 
flight  of  quails,  which  covered  their  whole  camp, 
and  the  next  morning  he  rained  manna  from 
heaven,  with  which  bread  he  fed  them,  during 
their  forty  years  travel  through  the  wilderness. 

After  such  signal  instances  of  the  goodness  of 
the  Almighty  towards  I'lfm,  one  would  imagine 
it  impossible  the  Israelites  should  ever  distrust 
his  providence  again  ;  and  yet  in  a  short  time, 
when  they  were  encamped  at  Rephidium,  and 
found  no  water,  they  murmured  against  Moses, 
and  were  almost  ready  to  stone  him.  Hereupon 
God  commanded  Moses  to  take  his  rod,  and  smite 
the  rock  in  Horeb,  which  he  did  in  the  sight  of 
the  people,  and  the  water  gushed  out  abundantly. 

CHAPTER  XII.  . 

The  haw  published  on  Mount  Sinai. 

FIFTY  days  after  the  departure  of  the  Israel- 
ites out  of  Egypt,  while  they  were  encamped 
near  Mount  Sinai,  God  called  Moses  to  the  top  of 
the  Mount;  and  there,  with  the  most  awful  so- 
lemnity of  thunder,  lightning,  and  the  voice  of 
the  trumpet  (which  made  all  the  people  in  the 
camp  tremble,)  delivered  to  him  the  ten  com- 
mandments of  the  law,  written  upon  two  tabbs 
of  stone.  The  four  first  commandments,  which 
n*ake  the  Jirst  table,  have  an  immediate  respect 
to  God  himself;  and  the  six  last  commandments, 
vhich  make  the  second  table,  comprize  the  sev- 
eral branches  of  duty  to  our  neighbor.  They 
are  contained  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Exodus. 

The  year  after  the  giving  of  the  law,  God  com- 
manded the  tabernacle  to  b*  erected,  and  sacrifi- 
ces to  be    offered   by  the  priests    upon  the  altar  ; 
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and  appointed  Aaron  and  his  sons  to  be  set  apart 
and  consecrated  to  minister  before  him  in  the 
priest's  office.  For  a  particular  account  of  what 
relates  to  the  ceremonial  as  well  as  political  laws 
which  the  Israelites  were  to  observe,  we  must  refer 
to  the  books  of  Moses  themselves. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Of  the  Brazen  Serpent. 
We  shall  not  follow  the  Israelites    from    Mount 
Sinai  through  the    various  journies    and    encamp- 
ments in  the  wilderness,  but  bring    them    at    once 
towards  the  borders  of  the    promised  land.     And 
even  here,  after  they  had  been  for  so    many  years 
miraculously  nourished  and  preserved,  they  could 
not  forbear  piving  a  fresh  instance  of  their  murmur- 
ing and   perveVse  dispositions  :     For  they  loathed 
their  manna,  and  spake  against  God  and  against 
Moset\  Wherefore  have  ye  brought  us  up  out  of 
Egypt  to  die  in  the  wilderness  ?    For  there  is  no 
bread,  neither  is  there   any    water.     Numb.  xxi, 
5.  This  provoked  the  Lord  to  send  fiery  serpents 
among  them,  and  they  bit  the  people,  so  that  great 
^numbers  of  them  died  ;  whereupon  they  besought 
Moses    to  intercede    for   them,    that  the  fiery  ser- 
pents might  be  taken  away.    And  God  command- 
ed Mcses  ;o   make  a  serpent  of  brass,  and  put  it 
upon  a  pole  ;   which  being  done,  whoever  was  bit- 
ten by  a  ilery  serpent,  when  he  beheld  the  serpent 
cf  brass,  he  lived.     The  brazen  serpent,  by  look- 
ing   upon    which,    the    wounded    Israei'nes    were 
healed,  was  a  iiveiy  type  of  Christ  upon  the  cross  ; 
by  ix;k;i:g  up    to  whqm,  with  an  e\v  of  faith,,  the 
jvounried  sinner  is  saved  from  that  tfeajjb  which  he 
must  biberts '--;  irievltablv  suffer, 


26  Scripture  History  Abridged., 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  Israelites  pass  through  Jordan,  and  tak§ 
Jericho  The  Sun  and  Moon  stand  still.  The 
History  of  Samson.  Saul  anointed  King.  The 
story  of  David  and  Goliath.  The  Reign  of 
David. 

IN  the  36th  year  of  the  Israelite's  sojourniir! 
in  the  wilderness,  Aaron  died,  and  was  succeeds 
in  the  High-Priesthood  by  bis  son  Eleazar.  Thi 
next  day  died  Moses,  having  had  a  view  of  lh< 
promised  land  from  Mount  Nebo,  and  was  sue 
oeeded  by  Joshua  in  the  civil  government. 

In  the  year  before  Christ,  1451,  (to  which  er? 
the  following  dates  have  respect)  Joshua  conduct 
ed  the  Israelites  through  the  river  Jordan  into  Ca 
naan  ;  the  waters  thereof  being  miraculously  di 
vided  (like  those  of  the  Red  Sea)  tci. afford  iheni  I 
passage  oi?  dry  lard.  Soon  after  (when  they  b<? 
<£an  to  eat  the  corn  of  the  land)  manna  ceased. 

The  inhabitants  of  Canaan  W*re  now  to  be  con^ 
quered  and  destroyed  by  the  Israelites,  that  the 
themselves  might  possess  ihe  country,  according 
to  the  divine  promise.  Jericho  was  the  first  o'osta' 
cle  they  met  with  :  and  God,  being  willing  to  show 
them  that  they  should  not  depend  upon  their  own 
strength  for  victory,  commanded  the  a>k  of  thrt 
covenant  to  be  carried  seven  times  round  the  city ^ 
preceded  by  seven  priests  blowing  trumpets  o!* 
rams'-horns  ;  and  the  seventh  time,  upon  the  par- 
ticular signal,  the  people  were  ordered  to  give  a 
loud  shout,  at  which  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell  down 
to  the  ground,  and  the  Israelites  entered  the  city,, 
and  put  to  the  sword  men,  women,  and  children, 
sparing  only  the  harlot  Ruhab  and  her  fam-lv,  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  of  the  spies,  whom  she  had 
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fcoricealed  and  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
'their  pursuers. 

I  The  city  of  Ai  was  soon  after  taken  by  strata- 
gem ;  and  the  Gibeoniies.  having  artfully  made  a 
league  with  the  Israelites,  five  kings  joined  their 
forces  to  besiege  Gibeon.  Hereupon  Joshua  march- 
ed to  the  relief  of  the  Gibeoniies  ;  and  falling  un- 
expectedly en  the  confederate  army,  he  made  a 
great  slaughter,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight.  Many 
were  slajn  in  the  pursuit,  but  a  shower  of  large 
hailstones  destroyed  more  than  the  sword  ;  and, 
at  the  prayer  of  Joshua,  the  sun  and  moon  stood 
still,  until  the  Israelites  had  completed  their  victo- 
ry. The  five  kings  escaped,  and  hid  themselves 
in  a  cave  ;  but  being  discovered,  they  were  brought 
out  and  hanged,  and  their  bodhs  thrown  into  the 
cave  where  they  had  tak^n  refuge. 

Joshua,  pursuing  his  victories,  subdued  many 
other  kings  and  nations,  and  divided  the  promis- 
ed land  among  the  children  of  Israel.  In  1444, 
the  terbernacle  was  sei  up  at  Shiloh  ;  and  in 
1427,  Joshua  died,  having  governed  Israel  twenty- 
jour  years. 

After  the  death  of  Joshua,  the  Israelites  were 
governed  by  Judges,  whom  God  raised  up  from 
time  to  time  to  deliver  them  from  their  enemies. 
This  kind  of  government  began  in  the  year  1405, 
and  continued  until  Saul  was  anointed  King  over 
Israel.  Samson,  one  of  the  Judges,  was  rnised 
up  as  a  deliverer  to  Israel,  when  the  Philistines 
had  dominion  over  them.  He  possessed  surpris- 
ing strength.  A  young  lion  roared  against  him  ; 
but  the  Spirit  of  ihe  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him, 
and  he  rent  him,  as  he  would  have  rent  a  kid. 

When  bound  with  cords,  he  snapped  them  as 
if  they  had  been  burnt  flax.     When  shut  up  in  the; 
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city  of  Gaza,  he  carried  away  the  gates,  and  es- 
caped. The  Philistines,  having  taken  him,  and 
put  out  his  eyes,  brought  him  forth  to  make  sport 
of  him  at  one  of  their  feasts;  but  he  standing  be- 
tween the  pillars  which  supported  their  temple, 
took  hold  of  them,  one  with  his  right  hand  and  the 
other  with  his  left,  and  calling  on  the  Lord  to  as- 
sist him.  bowed" himself  with  all  his  might,  and  the 
Spouse  fell  upon  the  lords,  and  upon  all  the  people 
therein. 

So  the  dead  which  he  slew  at  his  death  were 
more  than  tlvse  which  he  slew  in  his  life. 

While  the  High  priest  Eli  was  Judge  of  Israel, 
Samuel  was  born,  and  called  to  be  a  prophet  of 
the  Lord.  During  Eli's  administration,  the  Is- 
raelites were  overcome  by  the  Philistines,  who  in 
one  battle,  killed  thirty  thousand  of  them  (Eli's 
two  sons  being  among  the  slain.)  and  carried  away 
the  ark  of  the  covenant;  which  melancholy  news 
being  brought  to  Eli,  he  fell  backward  from  his 
$eat  and  broke  his  neck,  after  he  had  judged  Israel 
Corty  years. 

Under  his  successor,  Samuei,  the  Philistines 
were  subdued,  the  cities  they  had  taken  were  re- 
stored, and  the  Israelites  were  happy  during  his 
wise  and  just  administration.  But  Samuel  grow- 
ing old,  and  entrusting  the  government  to  his  sons, 
they  ki  walked  not  in  their  father's  way, 'hot  turn- 
ed after  lucre,  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judg- 
ment. "  Hereupon  t-lie  people  grew  dissatisfied, 
and  desired  Samuel  to  make  them  a  king  to  judge 
them  like  other  nations,  to  go  out  before  them  and 
tight  their  battles.  This  displeased  Samuel,  and 
he  prayed  unto  the  Lord  ;  who  commanded  him 
to  comply  with  their  request :  And  accordingly,  by 
divine  appointment,  (in  the  year  1095)  he  anoint- 
ed Saul  king  over  Israel. 
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So  long  as  Saul  continued  obedient  to  the  corn- 
mauds  oi"  God  by  his  prophet  Samuel,  success  at' 
tended  his  arms,  and  his  enemies  fell  before  him  ; 
but  at  last,  being  ordered  utterly  to  destroy  the 
Arnalekites,  together  svith  their  cattle,  and  having 
spared  A  gag  their  kins,  and  some  of  the  best  of 
their  sheep  anc]  oxen,  God  was  so  displeased  at 
his  disobedience,  that  he  determined  to  transfer 
the  kingdom  from  him  to  David  ;  to  anoint  whom 
(in  the  year  1063)  Samuel  was  sent  to  Bethlehem. 
At  this  juncture  an  occasion  offered  to  signalize 
David's  valor  in  the  face  of  all  Israel  :  For  Saul 
being  at  war  with  the  Philistines,  and  both  armies 
lying  encamped  near  each  other,  there  came  forth 
a  champion  from  the  camp  of  the  Philistines,  of  a 
gigantic  stature,  and  prodigious  strength,  who  for 
forty  clays  together  bid  defiance  to  the  whole  army 
of  the  Israelites  ;  challenging  them  to  send  out 
a  man  to  fight  him,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  by 
single  combat.  The  name  of  this  mighty  giant 
was  Goliath,  whose  bulk  and  aspect  struck  such  a 
tenor  into  the  Israelites,  that  they  fled  whenever 
he  appeared. 

Now  i;  happened  that  David,  who  kept  his  fa- 
ther's sheep,  was  sent  to  the  camp  with  provisions 
for  his  three  brethren,  then  in  the  service  of  Saul  ; 
and  finding  what  a  panic  run  through  the  army, 
and  that  the  king  had  offered  to  give  his  own 
daughter  to  the  man  that  should  kill  the  monstrous 
Goliath,  he  expressed  his  inclination  to  engage 
this  terrible  adversary,  which  he  did  with  only  hia 
sling  and  his  staff.  When  Goliath  saw  David  ad-* 
vance  to  him  thus  accoutred,  he  cursed  him  by  his 
vain  gods,  and  said,  "  Am  la  dog,  that  thou  com- 
est  to  me  with  staves  ?  Come  hither,  and  I  will 
give  thy  flesh  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  th  : 
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beasts  of  (he  fit-Id."  T lien  sail)  David  to  the  Fhi-r- 
istine,  "  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a  sword,  ami 
with  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield  ;  but  [  come  to  fbe« 
in  the  name  of  the  L<nd  of  floats,  the  God  oi  the 
armies  of  Israel,  lyhotii  thou  ha.st  ilffiti]/'  Audi 
when  the  Philistines  drew  nigh,  David  put  his  hand 
into  his  bun,  toot;  from  thence  a  stone  and  slana  it, 
and  smote  the  Philistine  on  h'rs  forehead,  so  tlmr. 
lie  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth.  Thus  David 
prevailed  over  the  Pttilisi'me,  uitii  a  sling  and  a 
stone,  and  ran  and  stood  u.pon  him,  and  slew  linn 
with  his  owo  sword,  and  cut  off  his  head.  And 
when  the  Philistines  saw  their  champion  was  Uill- 
ed  and  fled  ;  the  Israelites  pursued  them,  and 
obtained  a  complete  victory. 

The  success  attending  this  hazardous  exploit, 
having  gained  David  the  applause  and  aflectioij  of 
the  people,  Saul  giew  jealotws  of  him,  and  deter- 
mined to  destroy  him:  but  Jonallwn,  the  son  of 
Saul,  was  so  sensible  of  liis  great  merit,  that  he  lov- 
ed him  as  his  own  soul,  and  gave  him  notice,  fron* 
time  to  time,  of  al!  the  evil  uitfoded  against  hiui 
by  lus  father.  However,  to  avoid  Saul's  resent- 
ment, David  was  obliged  to  fly  into  the  wild&rm  ss  ; 
whither  Saul  pursued  him  in  vain,  the  Almighty 
being  his  protector.  While  afj&irs  were  in  this  sit- 
uation,the  prophet  Sajwuel  ditch 

The  Lord  having  now  forsaken  Sa.il,  and  his 
army  being  entirely  routed  by  the  Philistines,  his 
three  sons  slain,  tind  himselfwounded  ;  in  the?!* 
desperate  circtfihslan'ces,  h,j  put  an  end  to  his  life 
by  falling  ou  his  own  svvowi,  and  his  ai hiouj -Near- 
er followed  his  example:  This  melancholy  i«Mt%:& 
greatly  affected  David,  as  appeals  by  his  pathetic 
lamentation  tor  the  loss  oi  Saul,  and  m-oie  e^pecial- 
fy  of  Jonathan,  his  beloved  liietul.  2   Sam.  i". 
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A  ft  or  this  deplorable  end  of  Saul  and  Ins  fami- 
ly, God  was  pleased  to  established  the  throne  of 
David  over  Israel  and  Judah.  He  was  a  prince  of 
extraordinary  valor  and  wisdom,  a  prophet,  and 
an  excellant  poet,  ihe  greatest  part  of  the  Psalms* 
being  of  his  composing.  He  subdued  the  Philis^ 
tines.the  Moabites,lhe  Syrians,. find  other  nations  ; 
and  defeated  some  dangerous  conspiracies  that- 
were  formed  against  him,  particularly  that  of  his 
own  son  Absalom  ;  for  his  refoelHbus  forces  were 
routed  by  those  of  David,  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim; 
and  Absalom's  hair  being  tangled  in  the  boughs  "of 
an  oak,  his  mule  went  from  airder.  him,  arid  left 
him  hanging  on  the  tree,  where  he  vfras  afterwards 
killed  by  Joab.  In  a  word,  having .reigned  forty 
years,  and  triumphed  over  his  foreign  and  domes- 
tic enemies,  he  died  in  a  good  old  age,  leaving  his 
ciown  and  kingdom  to  liis  son  Suk>mon, 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Solomon's  Wisdom,  The  building  and  <tijdic&- 
tion  of  the  Temple.  History  of  the  prophets 
Elijah  and  Elisha, 

IN  the  year  before  Christ  101.3,  Solomon  as* 
eended  the  throne  of: Israel ;  to  whom,  according 
to  his  request,  God  was  pieased  to  gr^nt  such  a 
degree  of  wisdom,  that  there  mas  none  like  Mm 
either  before  or  after  him ;  and  also  made  him 
superior  in  riches  and  honor,  to  all  his  predeces- 
sors, or  succeeding  princes. 

The  Almighty  having  reserved  to  the  peaceable 
peign  of  Solomon, the  building  of  a  Temple  to  his 
name,  that  prince  began  the  important  work  in 
the  year  of  the  world  2992,  4$d  years  alter  the 
departure  of  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt,,and  lOi'O 
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before  the  coming  of  Christ.  Fn  tills  greai  ur.^cr- 
trtking  'ue  was  assisted  by  Hiram,  ki-:g  of  Tyre, 
his  father's  ancient  friend,  who  sent  him  vast 
Quantities  of  cerfar,  and  other  timber,  for  that  pur- 
pose, fn  a  word,  he  erected  a  most  stately  fab- 
rick,  and  embellished  it  with  a  variety  of  fine  carv- 
ed work,  profusely  overlaid  with  gold  ;  but  for  its 
dimensions,  curious  workmanship,  and  the  rich- 
ness of  its  utensils  and  ornaments,  we  must  refer 
to  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  holy  scripture,  (i 
Kings  vi.  vii)  not  having  room  in  this  small  his- 
tory to  describe  its  wonderful  splendor,  beauty 
'and  magnificence. 

This  great  and  wise  prince,  after  a  glorious 
reign  of  forty  years,  was  succeeded  (in  the  year  be- 
fore Christ  975)  by  his  son  Rehoboam  ;  through 
whose  folly  ten  tribes  of  Israpl  revolted  to  Jerobo- 
am, and  himself  ruled  over  two  tribes  only,  which 
were  those  of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  Thus  there 
were  two  kingdoms  formed  ;  the  one  called  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  which  comprehended  the  ten 
revolted  tribes  ;  the  other  called  the  kingdom  of 
Judah,  which  consisted  of  the  two  tribes  that  re- 
mained faithful  to  Rehoboam. 

The  new  king  of  Israel,  fearing  that  his  sub- 
jects would  return  to  the  obedience  of  Rehoboam, 
king  of  Judah,  if  they  should  go  to  Jerusalem  to 
Worship  God  in  the  Temple,  and  to  offer  their 
sacrifices  there,  set  up  two  golden  calves,  and  pre- 
vailed with  the  ppople  to  worship  then)  under  the 
name  of  the  God  of  Israel  ;  so  that  in  the  reign 
of  Jeroboam  idolatry  was  established,  and  all  his 
successors  kept  up  the  same  false  worship.  How- 
ever, it  pleased  God  to  send  several  prophets  to 
the  ten  tribes,  to  turn  them  from  their  sins,  and  to 
preserve  the  knowledge  of  himself  among  them. 
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The  most  eminent  of  these  prophets  was  Elijah, 
who  prophesied  against  Ahab,  the  most  wicked  of 
the  kings  of  Israel  ;  assuring  him,  that  for  some 
years  to  come,  there  should  be  neither  dew  nor  rain 
in  the  land. 

In  this  time  of  drought,  and  of  the  famine  conse- 
quent thereupon,  God  commanded  Elijah  to  hide 
himself  by  the  brook  Cherilh,  and  caused  the  ra- 
vens to  bring  him  bread  and  flesh  every  morning 
and  evening  ;  and  he  drank  of  the  brook,  until  at 
length  it  was  quite  dried  up  for  want  of  rain. 

Afterwards,  by  the  divine  command,  Elijah 
went  to  a  widow  at  Zarephath,  whom  he  found 
gathering  sticks,  and  desired  her  to  fetch  him  a  lit- 
tle bread  and  water  ;  upon  which  the  poor  woman 
told  him  her  distress;  I  have  not  a  cake,  (said 
she)  but  a  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  lit- 
tie  oil  in  a  cruse  ;  and  behold,  I  am  gathering 
sticks  to  make  a  fire  to  dress  it  for  me  and  my 
son,  that  ice  may  eat  it,  and  die.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  the  prophet  ordered  her  to  bring  him  a 
little  cake  ;  and  promised  her,  that  her  barrel  of 
meal  and  cruse  of  oil  should  not  fail  until  the  Lord, 
sent  rain  upon  the  earth  :  Which  was  accordingly 
fulfilled. 

Whilst  Elijah  sojourned  with  the  widow,  her  son 
died  ;  and  God  was  pleased,  at  the  supplication  of 
the  piophet,  to  restore  him  to  life,  to  the  great  joy 
of  his  mother,  who  at  first  was  ready  to  impute  his 
death  to  the  presence  of  Elijah  ;  but  on  seeing  him 
alive  again,  Noid  by  this  I  know  (said  she)  that 
thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth. 

When  the  drought  had  continued  several  yearss 
and  the  famine  raged  in  Samatia,  God  commanded 
Elijah  to  go  and  show  himself  to  Ahab,  promising 
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to  send  rain  upon  the  earth  ;  which  he  did  abun- 
dantly, at  the  prayer  of  the  prophet  upon  mount 
Carine!.  Soon  after  this  his  life  being  threatened 
by  Jezebel,  Ahab's  wile,  because  he  had  destroyed 
the  prophets  of  Baal,  he  retired  into  a  wilderness, 
where  the  Lord  appeared  to  him,  and  ordered  him 
to  anoint  Elisha-,  to  succeed  him  as  a  prophet.  Eli- 
jah having  found  Elisha  at  plough,  threw  his  man- 
Vie  over  him  ;  and  Elisha  taking  leave  of  his  fath- 
er and  mother,  followed  Elijah. 

About  the  year  896,  the  two  prophets  came  to- 
gether to  the  river  Jordan  ;  the  waters  thereof  E- 
lijah  smote  with  his  mantle,  and  they  were  divided 
hither  and  thither,  so  that  they  went  both  over  on 
dry  ground.     Now  Elijah,  being  sensible  of  his 
approaching  removal,  asked  Elisha  what  he  should 
do  for  him  before  he  was  taken  away  ;  to  which 
Elisha   answered,  Let  a  double   portion  of  thy 
spirit  be  vpQn  me.     And  as  they  went  on  and  talk- 
ed, there  appeared  a  chariot  off  re,  and  horses  of 
f  re,  and  parted  them  asunder,  and  Elijah  icent 
up  by  a  whirlwind  into  heaven.     When  he  was  out 
of  sight,  Elisha  took  up  the  mantle  that  fell  from 
him.  and  returning  to  Jordan,  he  divided  the  wa- 
ters with  it,  and  passed  over  on  dry  land  as  before. 
It  soon  appeared  that  the  spirit  of  Elijah  rested 
on  Elisha.  afid  the  miracles  that  he  wrought  gained 
him  great  esteem  and  reputation.    Now  there  came 
a  certain  woman  to   Elisha,  saying,   Thy  servant 
my  husband  is  dead,  and  thou  knowest  that  thy 
ser runt  did  fear  the 'Lord;    and  the   creditor  is 
come  to  take  unto  him  my  two  sons  to  be  bonds- 
men.    And  Elisha  said  unto  her,  What  shall  I  do 
for  thee?  tell  me  what  thou    hast  in  the  house. 
And  she  said,  Thine  handmaid  hath  not  any  thing 
i%3  the  house  save  a  pot  of  oil.     He  then  command- 
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3(3  her  to  borrow  a  great  number  of  vessels  of  her 
neighbors,  and  pour  inio  them  until  they  were  full, 
which  she  dicf  accordingly  ;  and  found  such  a  vast 
increase  of  her  oil,  that  she  sold  part  of  it  to  dis- 
charge her  debt,  and  had  enough  left  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  herself  and  her  children. 

After  this,  Elisha  restored  the  Shunimite's  son 
to  life,  cured  Naaman  of  his  leprosy,  by  sending 
him  to  wash  in  Jordan,  smote  Gehazi  with  the  same 
distemper,  caused  iron  to  swim,  and  wrought  many 
other  miracles. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

ShadracJiy  Meshach  and  Jbednego,  cast  into  a 
fiery  Furnace.  Daniel  in  the  Lions'  Den. 
The  Jewish  History  brovgJit  down  to  the  Birth 
of  Christ. 

In  the  year  788,  in  the  reign  Azariah,  or  Uz- 
ziah,  king  of  Judah,  Amos  prophesied  ;  and  proba- 
bly Joel  prophesied  hi  the  same  reign.  Jn  his 
feign  likewise,  and  in  those  of  Jotham,  Ahaz  and 
Hezekiah,  lived  the  prophets  Isaiah,  Hosea,  and 
Micah. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  and 
the  ninth  of  Hosea,  king  of  Israel,  (before  Christ 
721)  Shalmanezer,  king  of  Assyria,  took  Samaria* 
and  carried  the  ten  tribes  captive  into  his  own 
kingdom,  from  whence  they  were  dispersed  into 
divers  countries,  and  have  never  since  been  settled 
in  their  own  land.  Thus  ended  the  kingdom  of  Is- 
rael, after  it  had  subsisted,  separate  from  that  of 
Judah,  254  years,  under  twenty  kings  of  ten  sever- 
al families.  In  Hezekiah's  reign,  Nahuro  prophe- 
sied. 

In  599,  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  surrendered 
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Jerusalem  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  carried  4iim 
and  the  chief  of  the  people,  captive  to  Babylon* 
And  in  588,  the  eleventh  year  of  Zedekiah  (who 
succeeded  Jehoiakim)  Nebuchadnezzar  took  Jeru- 
salem after  a  long  siege,  burnt  the  temple  and  the 
whole  city,  razed  the  walls  and  carried  the  Jews  in- 
to captivity.  Thus  was  the  kingdom  of Judah  de- 
stroyed, 468  years  after  the  beginning  of  David's 
reign,  388  years  from  the  division  of  the  tribes,  and 
134  years  after  the  destruction  of  the  kingdom  of 
Israel.     Obadiah  prophesipd  under  Zedekiah. 

Jeremiah  and  Zephaniah  were  contemporaries  ; 
the  former  of  whom  prophesied  forty-years,  viz. 
from  the  13th  of  Josiah,  to  the  5th  of  the  Babylo- 
nish captivity.  Habakkuk  is  also  supposed  to 
have  prophesied  in  the  reign  of  Josiah. 

Ezekiel,  who  was  carried  away  captive  with  Je- 
hoiakim to  Babylon,  began  to  prophesy  in  the  fifth 
year  of  his  captivity  :  And  Daniel  who  was  car- 
ried to  Babylon  in  his  youth,  in  the  third  year  of 
Jehoiakim  (607)  prophesied  there  to  the. year  534P 
in  all  73  years,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  about  94. 

Whilst  Daniel  was  a  captive  at  Babylon,  God 
was  pleased  to  give  him  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  wisdom,  and  he  had  understanding  in  dreams 
and  visions  far  superior  to  all  the  magicians  and 
astrologers  of  that  kingdom.  This  was  a  means  of 
his  advancement  to  great  honor  ;  for  Nebuchadnez- 
zar, having  forgot  one  of  his  dreams,  which  troub- 
led him  very  much,  and  consulted  his  magicians  to 
no  purpose,  ordered  all  the  wise  men  of  Babylon 
to  be  put  to  death  :  But  Daniel  desiring  a  little  time 
to  consider  of  it,  the  Lord  revealed  the  secret  to 
him  in  a  night  vision  ;  and  being  brought  before 
the  king,  he  related  to  him  his  dream,  and  explain- 
ed its  meaning  ;  whereupon  Nebuchadnezzar  made 
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him  great  presents,  and  appointed  him  ruler  over 
the  province  of  Babylon.  At  Daniel's  request,  his 
three  fellow  captives,  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  A- 
bednego,  were  also  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom. 

These  three  Jews,  having  absolutely  refused  to 
worship  a  golden  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
set  up,  he  was  so  enraged  against  them,  that  he  or- 
dered them  to  be  cast  into  a  fiery  furmce,  heated 
seven  times  hotter  than  usual.  The  king's  com- 
mand was  obeyed  ;  but  the  most  high  God.  whom 
they  feared  and  worshipped,  was  with  them  and 
preserved  them  in  the  midst  of  the  fire,  and  they 
came  out  of  the  furnace  without  an  hair  of  their 
heads  singed,  neither  were  their  coats  changed, 
nor  had  the  smell  of  fire  passed  on  them. 

This  wonderful  deliverance  extorted  from  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who  was  an  eye  witness  of  it,  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  power  of  the  God  of  Israel; 
but  some  years  after,  being  proud  of  his  victories, 
and  boasting  of  the  magnificence  of  his  buildings, 
he  fell  distracted,  and  (as  Daniel  had  foretold  when 
he  interpreted  another  of  his  dreams)  he  was  driv- 
en from  the  society  of  men,and did  eat  grass  as  ox- 
en, and  his  body  was  wet  with  the  (tew  of  heaven, 
until  his  hair  urns  grown  like  eagles'  feathers,  and 
his  nails  like  birds'  claws.  After  seven  years 
thus  spent  among  the  beasts  of  the  field,  his  rea- 
son returned  to  him,  and  he  was  restored  to  his 
kingdom,  praising  and  honouring  the  King  of 
Heaven,  all  whose  works  are  truth,  and  his  wayt 
judgment,  and  those  that  walk  ir^-pride  he  is  a- 
ble  to  abase. 

In  the  year  528,  Belshazzar,  king  of  Babylon, 

made  a  great  feast  for  his  nobles,  and  caused  the 

vessels  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  to  be  fetched,  that 

Nebuchadnezzar  his  grandfather  had  brought  from 
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Jerusalem,  out  of  which  he  himself,  his  princes, 
his  wives  and  concubines,  drank  wine  to  the  glo- 
ry  of  his  idols,  and  the  dishonour  of  the  true  God. 
But  in  the  midst  of  his  merriment,  a  hand  appear- 
ed, and  wrote  on  the  plaster  of  the  wall,  MENE, 
MEINE,  T£rCEL,UP-HARSIN;  ttjrich  the  king 
observing,  he  was  greatly  terrified,  and  sent  for  his 
Chaldean  astrologers  and  magicians  to  read  the 
writing,  and  give  him  the  interpretation  of  it;  but 
thev  nor  being  able  to  do  either,  Daniel  was  call- 
ed, who  read  and  interpreted  the  writing;  where- 
upon he  was  publicly  proclaimed  trie  third  ruler  in 
the  kingdom.  The  same  night  Belshazzar  was 
slain  ;  Itnd  the  Assyrian  monarchy,  which  had 
stood  from  its  foundation  by  Nimrod,  1050  years, 
was  seized  by  Darius  the  Mede,  and  the  Persian 
monarchy  founded  by  Cyrus. 

Daniel's  greatness  under  Darius,  raising  envy  in 
sop-h  of  the  principal  courtiers  and  officers^  they 
contrived  his  ruin  by  persuading  the  king  to  sign 
a  decree  that  for  30  days  no  petition  should  be 
made  to  any  god  or  man,  but  to  himself  only. 
This  command  Daniel  disobeyed,  by  making  sup- 
plication to  his  God  as  usual,  and  for  so  doing  he 
was  cast  into  3  den  of  lions  ;  but  the  king  himself 
guin^  to  the  den  the  next  morning,  and  finding 
that  Daniel  had  received  no  hurt,  he  caused  his 
accu-ers  to  be  cast  into  the  same  den,  whom  the 
lions  presently  devoured.  And  he  pnblished  a  de- 
cree, that  all  persons  throughout  his  dominions' 
Should  reverence  and  fear  the  God  of  Daniel. 

The  Bab)^nish  captivity  lasted  seventy  years, 

accotdins  to  Jeremiah's   prediction  ;  which  time 

being  expired,   Cyrus,    king    of  Persia,  gave   the 

Jews  leave  (in  the   year   53b)  to   return   to  their 

•  own'couutry,   under   the   conduct   of  Serubbabel, 

i.g  rebuild  the  Temple  of  Jesusaletn,      But  J9 


Scripture  History  Abridged.  3§ 

[his  they  were  interrupted  by  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions, and  the  work  was  delayed  until  the  time  of 
Darius  Histaspes  (the  same  with  Ahasuerus,)  who 
ordered  the  temple  to  be  rebuilt,  and  the  worship 
of  God  restored  ;  to  which  undertaking  the  Jews 
were  pressingly  exhorted  by  the  prophets  Haggai 
and  Zechariah,  the  former  of  whom  prophesied, 
that  the  glory  of  the  second  Temple  should  be 
greater  than  that  of  the  first  ;  not  as  being  a  more 
magnificent  structure,  but  the  Messiah  should  one 
day  honour  it  with  his  presence.  In  the  6fh  year 
of  Darius,  the  temple  was  linished,  and  dedicated 
with  great  joy. 

In  the  20th  year  of  Artaxerxes  (445)  Nehemi- 
ah  obtained  leave  of  the  king  to  rebuild  (he  walls 
of  Jerusalem,  in  which  city  he  likewise  restored 
order  and  civil  government.  Malachi,  the  last  of 
the  prophets,  was  contemporary  with  Nehemiah, 
and  prophesied  after  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple. 

The  Jews  being  returned  into  their  own  coun- 
try, were  for  some  time  subject  to  the  kings  of  Per- 
sia, and  afterwards  to  the  king  of  Syria.  They 
were  exposed  to  divers  persecutions,  of  which  the 
last  and  most  cruel  was  that  of  Antiochus.  These 
cruellies  obliged  Mattathias,  and  many  other  Jews,, 
to  enter  into  a  covenant  together  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  religion  and  liberty.  They  gained 
many  victories  by  {he  courage  and  conduct  of  Ju- 
das Maccabaeus  and  Jonathan,  both  sons  of  Mat- 
tathias :  And  having  recovered  their  liberty,  they 
re-established  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  and 
were  a  long  time  under  the  government  of  the 
priests  who  succeeded  Judas  and  Jonathan,  and 
took  the  title  of  kings.  At  last  the  Jews  fell  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Romans,  who  made  Herod, 
(the  son  of  Antipas,  or  Antipater)  kiog  of  Judea  ; 
and  it  was  this  Herod  that  reigned  when  ourbj^sfc- 
ed  Saviour  came  into  the  world.  b2 
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CHAPTER  1. 

The  birth  of  CHRIST.  The  Angel  appears  to  ihe  Shep- 
herds. The  adoration,'- of  the  Magi.  Christ  disputes 
with  the  Doctors  in  the  Temple. 

The  time  being  at  hand  when  God  had  determined  to 
send  bis  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world.  (A.  M.  4004,) 
to  take  upon  him  human  nature,  and  to  dispense  the 
gospel  of  salvation  to  lost  mankind,  John  the  Baptist, 
(who  was  born  six  months  before  Christ)  was  sent  to 
prepare  me  way  tor  the  recept.on  of  the  Messiah  ;  and 
the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  to  a  virgin,  named  Mary,  es- 
poused to  a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph,  of  the  house 
of  David,  whom  he  addressed  in  these  words  :"  Hail, 
thou  that  art  highly  favoured,  the  Lord  is  with  thee  ; 
blessed  art  thou  among  women."  The  virgin  being  sur- 
prised at  this  salutation,  the  angel  bid  her  not  be  afraid  ; 
assuring  her,  that  Stie,  though  a  virgin,  should  conceive 
by  the  overshadowing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  bring  forth 
a  sen,  and  call  his  name  JESUS,  who  should  reign  over 
the  house  of  Jacob,  and  of  whose  kingdom  there  should 
be  no  end.  And  Mary  said,  "Behold  the  handmaid  of 
the  Lord  be  it  unto  me  according  to  thy  word." 

At  this  time,  Augustus  Cesar,  having  ordered  a  gen- 
eral taxai  ion  to  be  made  throughout  the  Roman  empire, 
Joseph,  with  Mary  his  espoused  wife,  went  to  Bethlehem 
to  be  taxed  :  And  whilst  they  were  there,  the  time  of 
her  delivery  being  come,  she  "  brought  forth  her  first- 
bom,  and  wrappedjiim  in  swadlings  clothes,  and  laid 
him  in  a  manger,  because  there  was  no  room  for  them 
in  the  inn."  But  though  no  earthly  pomp  amended  the 
birth  of  this  Prince  of  Peace,  yet  the  angel  of  God  pro- 
claimed the  joyful  news  to  some  shepherds,  who  were 
watching  ovex  their  flocks  by  night,  "  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shone  round  about  them."  And  when  the  an- 
gel had  delivered  his  glad  tiding,  u  Unto  you  is  born 
ttflt    day,   in   the  city    of  David,  a    Saviour,   which    is 
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Christ  the  Lord,"  (whom,  for  a  sign,  he  told  thorn  they 
should  find  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying- in  a  man. 
eer  ;)  on  a  sudden  he  was  joined  by  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host,  praising  God,  and  saying,  "  Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards 
men." 

The  shepherds  going  to  Bethlehem,  and  finding  every 
thing  true  that  the  angel  had  said,  they  declared  publicly 
what  they  had  heard  and  seen,  and  returned  praising 
and  glorifying  God. 

And  when  eight  days  were  accomplished  for  the  cir- 
cumcision of  the  child  (according  to  the  Jaw  of  Moses,) 
he  was  named  Jesus,  which  signifies  a  Saviour.  \it  is 
also  called  Emanuel,  (Isaiah  vii.  14.  Matt.  i.  23.)  which 
signifies  God  Willi  us,  and  is  the  same  in  substance  as  the 
name  Jesus. 

When  the  days  of  the  virgin's  purification  were  over, 
the  parents  of  the  blessed  Jesus  brought  him  to  Jerusa- 
lem, to  his  oivn  Temple,  to  present  him  to  the  Lord,  and 
to  offer  such  a  sacrifice  as  the  Mosaick  law  required. 
Thus  was  fulfilled  that  of  Malschi  iii.  1.  The  Lord  whom 
ye  seek  shall  suddenly  come  to  his  Temple;  and  that  of 
Baggai  ii.  7,  9.  I  laill  fill  this  house  with  glory,  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts.  The  glory  of  the  latter  house  shall  be  great- 
er than  that  of  the  former  ;  that  is,  than  of  Solomon's 
Temple,  destroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  By  the  greater 
glory  of  the  latter  house  is  meant  the  personal  presence 
of  Christ,  the  "  light  of  the  world,  the  brightness  of  his 
Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  prison." 

Three  learned  Eastern  kings  (called  Magi,  or  Wise 
Men)  guided  by  an  extraordinary  star,  came  to  Bethle- 
hem, and  worshipped  Jesus,  bringing  with  them  offerings 
of  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh.  Tins  star  was  in  a 
threefold  respect  miraculous  :  1.  As  to  place,  being  neai- 
er  the  earth  than  any  other  star  :  2.  In  its  motion,  as 
moving  directly  forwards,  and  not  circularly  :  3.  In  that 
ii  shone  by  day,  as  well  as  by  night. 

Soon  after  this,  Herod  gave  the  cruel  orders  for  killing 
all  the  children  in  Bethlehem,  and  its  neighbourhood, 
from  two  years  old.  and  under,  in  hopes  of  destroying  the 
infant  Jesus  ;  Jeseph,  being  warned  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  in  a  dream,  fled  with  him  and  his  mother  into  E 
gjpt,  where  they  continued  until  the  death  of  Ilerml  ; 
and  then,  by  God's  appointment,  they  came  and  dwelt  i 
Jia-zareth,  a  city  of  Gaiiiee. 

63 
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Now  the  parents  of  the  holy  Jesus  went  every  year  to 
Jerusalem,  at  the  feast  of  the  Passover  ;  and  when  he 
was  but  twelve  years  old,  being  with  them  at  that  solem- 
nity, he  tarried  behind  in  Jerusalem,  unknown  to  his  par- 
ents, who  had  gone  a  day's  journey  homewards  before 
they  missed  him,  not  doubting-  but  he  was  in  the  compa* 
ny  ;  but  having  inquired  after  him  among  their  kindred, 
and  acquaintance,  and  not  finding  hiin,  they  returned  to 
Jerusalem  under  very  great  concern  :  where,  after  three 
days'  search,  "  they  found  him  in  the  temple  sitting  in 
the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both  hearing  them  and  asking 
them  questions  ;  and  all  that  heard  him  were  astonished 
at  hjs  understanding  and  answers."  Jesus  then  went 
home  to  Nazareth  with  his  parents,  to  whom  he  was  obe- 
dient, and  was  brought  up  by  them  in  a  poor  and  low  es- 
tate ;  but  he  u  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  aud  ia 
favour  with  God  and  man" 


CHAPTER  II. 

Christ  baptized  by  John.     Enters  upun  his  Ministry.     His 
Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

JOHN,  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord,  having  baptized 
great  numbers  of  Jews,  the  blessed  Jesus  himself,  (in  or- 
der to  fulfil  all  righteousness,)  condescended  to  be  baptiz- 
ed by  him  in  the  river  Jordan.  And  when  he  came  up 
out  of  the  water,  "  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  lie  saw 
the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove  upon  him  ;  ami 
a  voice  came  from  Heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.  Here  the  mystery  of 
the  most  blessed  and  glorious  Trinity  was  displayed  ; 
God  the  Father,  by  a  voice  from  heaven  ;  God  the  Son, 
io  his  human  nature  ;  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  under  the 
appearance  of  a  dove. 

After  this,  Jesus  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilder- 
ness, where  he  fasted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  and  o- 
Tercaiue  all  the  temptations  of  Satan.  He  was  now  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  when  he  began  to  enter  upon  his 
lainistry,  preaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  exhorting  all  to  repentance.  The  truth  of  his  doc- 
trine he  confirmed  by  many  and  stupendous  miracles,  the 
first  of  which  was  hi*  turning  water  into  wine,  at  a  mar- 
riage in  Cana  of  Galilee.  He  went  about  healing  the 
Btck,  curing  the  lame,  restoring  the  blind  to  sight,  casting 
cut  devils,  and  even  raising  the  dead  to. life  ;  thereby  iin-, 
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questionably  proving  his  divine  mission,  that  he  was  the 
promised  and  expected  Messiah,  who  was  sent  into  the 
world  to  make  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of  mankind,  and 
to  purchase  forltll  those  who  believed  in  him,  and  follow- 
ed his  most  holy  example,  a  title  to  eternal  life. 

Our  blessed  Lord  having  ganiei  a  great  number  of  di& 
ciples,  he  chose  twelve  from  among  them,  wh»m  he  nam- 
ed Apostles,  viz.  Peter,  Andrew,  Janaes,  John,  Philip,  Bar- 
tholomew, Matthew,  Thomas,  James,  the  son  of  nlpheus, 
Simon,  cajled  Zelotes,  Judas,  the  brother  of  James,  and 
Judas  Iscariot.  These  he  sent  ferth  in  his  name  to  preach 
the  gospel,  and  to  work  miracles  ;  and  to  these  he  more 
particularly  addresses  himself  in  his  most  excellent  ser- 
mon on  (he  mount,  contained  in  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th 
chapters  cf  St.  Matthew,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
summary  of  the  Christian  doctrine, and  at  which  the  mul- 
titude who  heard  him  were  astonished,  •*  for  be  taught 
them  as  one  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes." 

The  divine  preacher  begins  his  sermon  with  blessings 
on  the  poor  in  spirit  ;  on  those  that  mourn  ;  on  the  meek  J 
on  those  who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  ;  on 
the  merciful  ;  on  the  pure  in  heart  ;  on  the  peace-ma- 
kers ;  and  on  those  who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness* 
sake.  And  in  concluding  his  discourse,  he  exhorts  them 
to  be  doers  of  the  will  of  God,  and  not  hearers  only  ;  com- 
paring the  former  to  a  house  buiit  upon  a  rock,  which  is 
able  to  withstand  the  fury  of  the  floods  and  tempests  ; 
iifid  the  latter  to  a  house  built  upon  the  sand,  which  can- 
tiot  resist  the  violence  of  the  storm,  but  falls  in  the  time 
of  trial,  and  "  great  is  the  fall  thereof." 


CHAPTER  III. 

Christ  restores  the  widow's  sou  to  life.  He  slillelh  the 
tempest.  John  the  Baptist  beheaded.  Five  thousand 
fed  wilh  Jive  loaves  and  two  fishes.  Christ  walks  on  the 
sea,  and  Peter  comes  to  meet  him. 

WHEN  our  blessed  Saviour  had  ended  his  sermon  on 
the  Mount,  he  went  into  Capernaum,  where  he  healed 
the  Centurion's  servant,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
faith  of  his  master.  And  the  next  day,  going  to  Nam,  in 
company  with  many  of  his  disciples,  when  he  came  near 
the  gate  o{  the  city,  he  met  a  grc-.:t  number  of  people, 
who  were    attending  the  corpse  of  a  widow's   sod  to  she 
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place  of  his  interment.  Our  Lord,  having-  compassion 
on  the  distressed  woman,  bid  her  not  weep;  and  touch- 
ing1 the  bier,  he  commanded  the  .young  man  to  arise  ; 
which  he  did  accordingly,  and  "  bcgari^o  speak:  And 
he  delivered  him  to  his  mother.  And  there  came  a  {"eat- 
on  ai!  ;  and  they  glorified  God,  saving,  that  a  great 
prophet  was  risen  up  amongst  them;  aud  that  God  had 
visited  his  people." 

Not  long  after  our  Saviour  wrought  this  miracle,  he 
went  into  a  ship  with  his  disciples,  and  as  they  sailed 
along,  lie  fell  asleep,  hi  a  short  time,  a  violent  tempest 
arose,  insomuch  that  the  vessel  was  covered  with  waves  . 
and  the  disciples,  apprehending  themselves  in  the  utmost 
danger,  ran  to  their  Master,  and  awoke  him,  saying, 
s:Lord,  save  us,  we  perish  !"  To  which  he  replied,  "Why 
are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith!"  And  having  rebut-, 
ftH  the  winds  and  sea,  a  cairn  immediately  ensued  j  at 
which  they  were  all  astonished,  saying  one  to  another, 
'•What  manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and 
t!ie  sea  obey  him  ?" 

About  this  time,  Herod  (the  Tetrarch  of  Galilee  and 
Palrea)  hearing  of  the  miracles  of  the  blessed  Jesus, 
Concluded  they  were  wrought  by  John  the  Baptist,  whom 
he  had  beheaded,  and  whom  he  supposed  to  Le  risen.. 
from  the  dead.  This  Herod  (we  find)  had  married  lie- 
iodias,  his  brother  Philip's  wife  ;  and  the  Baptist  having 
boldly  reproved  him  for  it,  as  an  incestuous  alliance. 
Herodias  resented  it  so  highly,  that  she  prevailed  with 
iter  husband  to  cast  him  into  prison,  and  would  have  had 
him  put  to  death,  but  Herod  was  afraid  to  proceed  to 
that  extremity,  knowing  that  John  was  held  in  great  es- 
teem by  the  people,  as  a  good  man  and  a  prophet. 
However,  Herodias  at  length  found  an  opportunity  of 
accomplishing  her  wicked  design  ;  for  her  daughter, 
having  diinced  before  Herod  on  his  birth  day,  he  was  so 
extremely  pleased,  that  he  rashly  "promised,  witft  an 
oath,  to  give  her  whatever  she  would  ask,  even  to  'the 
half  of  his  kingdom."  The  young  woman  being  before- 
hand instructed  by  her  mother,  desired  Herod  to  give 
her  the  Baptist's  head  in  a  charger.  Upon  which  the 
king  was  exceedingly  sorry  ;  but  for  the  sake  of  his  oath, 
he  sent  an  executioner,  who  beheaded  John  in  prison, 
and  brought  his  head  to  the  damsel,  who  carried  the 
bloody  present  m  her  cruel  mother. 

The  fame  of  our   Saviour's  miracles   drew  such  a  con- 
course of  people  about  him  wherever  he  went,  that  ii  *V.s 
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difficult  for  him  to  avoid  their  company,  though  ever  so 
desirous  of  retirement.  Of  this  we  have  an  instance," 
when  he  departed  privately  with  his  disciples  into  a  des- 
ert place  ;  for  the  people  being- apprised  ot  his  design, 
he  found  a  great  multitude  got  thither  before  him,  at  liie 
sight  of  whom  "he  was  moved  with  compassion,  because 
they  were  as  sheep  not  having  a  shepherd.  And  lie 
spake  unto  them  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  healed 
them  that  had  need  of  healing."  Towards  the  evening, 
bis  disciples  came  to  him,  and  put  him  in  mind,  that  as 
She  day  was  far  spent,  it  would  be  proper  tor  him  to  dis- 
miss the  multitude,  that  they  might  go  into  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  villages,  and  buy  themselves  necessa- 
ry refreshments.  But  Jesus  said,  "They  need  not  de- 
part, give  ye  them  to  eat  j"  and  his  disciples  telling  him 
they  had  only  five  loaves,  and  two  iis  es,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  brought  ;  and  having  caused  tne  people  to 
sit  down  on  the  grass,  he  took  the  loaves  and  fisnes,  and 
"looking  up  to  heaven,  he  blessed  and  brake  them,  and 
gave  to  his  disciples,  and  the  disciples  to  the  multitude. 
And  they  did  all  eal,  and  were  filled  \  and  they  took  up 
twelve  baskets'  full  of  the  fragments  that  remained." 
The  number  of  men  thus  miraculously  fed,  was  about 
five  thousand,  besides  women  and  children. 

Jesus  having  ordered  his  disciples  to  get  iuto  a  ship, 
and  cross  over  the  water  before  him,  s'.aid  behind  to 
dismiss  the  people  to  their  respective  habitations  j  which 
being  done,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain  to  pray.  And 
when  he  had  finished  his  devotions,  in  the  night  time,  he 
followed  his  disciples,  walking  towards  the  ship  on  the 
surface  of  the  sea.  At  this  strange  sight  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly terrified,  thinking  that  it  had  been  a  spirit  ; 
but  Jesus  called  to  them,  "Be  of  goo'd  cheer,  it  is  i,  be 
not  afraid  "  To.  which  Peter  answered,  "Lord,  if  it  be 
thou,  bid  me  come  unto  Ihee  on  the  water."  And  he 
Said,  Come;  whereupon  Peter  quitted  the  vessel,  and 
walked  on  the  water  to  go  to  Jesus  ;  but  the  wind  being 
bigh,  and  finding  himself  beginning  to  sink,  he  cried 
out,  Lord,  save  me  ;  on  which  our  Saviour  immediately 
stretched  forth  his  hand  to  his  assistance,  and  thus  up- 
braided him,  "O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou 
doubt?"  And  when  they  were  got  into  trie  ship,  the 
wind  ceased,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  disciples,  who 
eajme  and  worshipped  Jesus,  saying,  "of  a  truth  thou 
art  the  Son  of  God." 
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CHAPTER   IV. 
The  good  Samaritan.     The  Prodigal  Son. 

AS  the  narrow  bounds  of  our  little  history  will  not 
permit  us  to  give  an  account  of  ali  the  miracles  ol  our 
Saviour,  so  neither  can  we  recite  the  many  excellent 
parables  he  delivered  for  the  instruction  ot  the  people, 
but  shall  select  a  few  of  those  that  are  most  apt  to  uflect 
the  minds  of  youth,  for  whose  use  tins  epitome  ol  the 
sacred  writings  is  principally  intended. 
►  A  lawyer  asking  Jesus  this  question,  Who  U  my  neigh- 
bour? received  an  answer  iu  the  following  parable, 
which  teaches  us,  that  to  love  cur  neighbour  is  Jo  be 
charitable,  compassionate,  ready  to  relieve  the  distress- 
ed, and  universally  benevolent  to  the  whole  race  ot  man- 
kind. "A  certain  man  (savs  cur  Lord)  went  down  Iron 
Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,  who  strip- 
ped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wouuded  him,  and  departed, 
leaving  him  half  dead.  And  by  chance  there  came  a 
priest  that  way,  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  passed  by  or, 
the  other  side.  And  likewise  a  Lev.te  came  an*  looked 
on  him,  and  passed  bv  on  the  other  side,  but  a  certain 
Samaritan,  as  he  jouruied,  came  where  he  was ;  and 
when  he  saw  him,  he  had  compassion  on  h.m,  and  bound 
up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oii  and  wipe,  and  set  h.m  up- 
on his  own  beast,  and  brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  took 
careofhiia.  And  on  the  morrow,  when  he  departed, 
he  took  out  two  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  host,  and 
said  unto  hhn,T?ake  care  of  him,  and  whatsoever  thou 
spendest  more,  when  |  come  again  1  will  repay  tnee. 
Which  now  of  these  three  thinkest  thou  was  neighbour 
unto  him  that  fell  among  thieves;  The  lawyer  readily 
answered,  lit  that  showed  mercy  v:i  torn  ;  then  said  Je- 
sus  unto  him,  Go,  and  do  llvoii  Hkbvrise" 

The  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  is  an  admirable  les- 
son to  those  who  have  forsaken  their  heavenly  1  after, 
and  spent  their  youth  in  vicious  courses,  and  the  pursuit 
of  vain,  imaginary  pleasures,  teaching  them  plainly,  that 
no  true  happiness  is  to  be  found,  until  they  return  unto 
God  bv  a  sincere  repentance,  who  is  then  willing  to  pv 
rion  their  transgressions,  and  receive  them  again  into 
his  favour.  "A  c,  stain  man  had  two  sons,  the  ydnngest 
of  whom,  having  received  his  portion,  took  his  journey 
into  a  for  country >«1  there  wasted  his  .substance  with 
rioiutis  living  ;   and  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a 
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famine  in  the  laud,  and  he  began  to  be  in  want j  which 
made  him  submit  to  the  mean  employment  oi  keeping 
swine  in  the.  field,  add  he  would  gladly  have  idled  hi* 
Wily  with  husks  thev  fed  upoo.  1"  this  state  he  began 
10  reflect  upou/'his  folly,  and  said,  How  many  hnea 
servants  of  my  father's  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare, 
»*d  i  perisiiVith  hunger!  1  will  iipte,  and  go  to  ray 
father,  and  sav  unto  him,  Father,  i  have  sinned  against 
Heaven,  and  before  ti.ee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  sqn  ;  make  me  as  one  of  thy  lined  servants, 
and  returning  borne  in  this  penitent  and  submissive 
u.*oner,  he  was  received  by  hi*  father  with  open  amis, 
who  Jell  on  his  neck  and  hissed  him— ordered  him  to  he 
arraved  in  the  best  apparel,  and  the  fatted  caltobe 
killed  ;  •«  for  this  my  son  (said  he)  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again  ;   he  was  lost,  and  is  found." 


CHAPTER  V. 

Lasarus  raised  front  the  dead.  Christ  rides  to  Jerusalem 
on.  an  Jus.  The  Institution  of  the  Lord's  Supped. 
Christ  betrayed  by  Judas,  arid  curried  before.  Caiapias. 
TO  the  miracles  of  our  blessed  Lord  already  mention- 
ed we  shall  add  one  of  the  last  and  most  remarkable 
•jn.i  he  wrought,  viz.  that  or  raising  Lazarus  from  the 
;!c»d.  This  LaSarus  was  the  brother  of  Mattha  and 
Mary,  whom  the  scripture  teiis  us  Jesus  loved.  Ho  had 
neen  buried  four  days,  and  wa*  supposed  to  have  begun 
to  putrefy,  when  Christ  came  to  give  this  signal  instance 
of  his  divine  power;  Haying  ordered  the  stoiie  to  be 
removed,  that  was  laid  over  the  grave,  after  a  short  ejac- 
ulation to  Almighty  God,  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
Lazarus,  come  forth  !  And  immediately  the  dead  man 
came  forth,  though  |»e  waS  bound  hand  an<l  foot'  Hud 
had  his  face  tied  about  with  a  napkin  ;  from  which  they 
toon  loosed  him,  and  let  him  go.  And  many  of  tne 
Jews,  who. beheld  this  astonishing    miracle,   believed   in 

Jcsas.  -it 

The  time  of  the  passover  drawing  ni-h,  Jesus  sent 
two  of  his  disdples  10  fetch  an  ass,  which  he  had  t«ld 
them  they  would  find  tied  at  a  certain  place;  and  the 
tis8  being  brought  accordingly,  the  Lord  of  the  Universe 
oondeoended to  ride  on  this  contemptible  animal,  in  a 
kind  of  humble  triumph,  to  Jerusalem,  attended  by  a 
luuiuiuiie  .oi'  people,- «  ho  spread   their  gaimcuu  m   tin; 
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way,  and  cut  down  branches  from  the  trees,  and  strew- 
ed them  in  the  road,  crying  out  as  they  passed  along, 
"  Hosanna  to  tbe  Son  of  David  :  Blessed  is  he  that  cora- 
eth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  Hosanna  in  fhe  highest !' 

When  he  came  to  Jerusalem,  he  wept  over  it,  and  fore- 
told its  destruction  :  and  going  into  the  temple,  he  turn- 
ed out  the  buyers  and  sellers,  overthrew  the  tables  of 
the  money  changers,  and  healed  the  blind  and  the   lame. 

In  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  anleaveued  bread,  the 
necessary  preparations  having  been  made,  Jesus  sat  down, 
with  his  twelve  apostles,  to  eat  the  passover.  And  as 
they  were  eating,  Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed  it.  and 
brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  his  disciples,  and  said,  Take,  eat  ; 
this  is  my  body,  whieti  is  given  for  you  ;  This  do  in  re- 
membrance of  me.  And  he  also  took  the  cup  alter  sup- 
per, and  gave  thanks,  and  gnve  it  to  them,  saying,  Drink 
ye  all  of  it  ;  for  this  is  my  bl&o>l  of  th&  New  Testament, 
wh;ch  is  shed  for  many,  for  the  remission  of  sins.  At  the 
same  time,  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  a  lesson  of  humility, 
by  washing  their  f;?et  and  wiping  them  with  a  towel  where- 
with he  was  girded. 

Our  Lord,  after  eating  this  last  sapper  with  his  disci- 
ples, was  betrayed  that  very  night,  by  Jjjdas,  according 
to  his  own  prediction  :  For  having  retired  fnto  the  gar- 
den of  GvHhseraane,  to  prayer,  (where  in  agony  he  weat 
drops  or  clots  of  blood)  the  traitor  brdughf  thither  i  Ti- 
ber of  arnied  men  ;  and  saluting  bis  Master  with  a  kiss, 
(which  was  the  signal  agreed  on,)  tnej  seized  on  the  bless- 
ed Jesus,  whose  disciples  then  forsook  him,  and  leil  him 
to  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  the  hight  priest,  where  the 
s.cribes  and  elders  were  assembled. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Crucifixion,  Resurrectiori  and  Ascension  of  Christ, 

THE  nest  morning  after  Christ  was  examined  by  Ca- 
iaphas, the  Jews  led  him  to  Pontius  Pilate,  the  Roman 
Governor  of  Juden,  and  accused  him  of  perverting  the 
nation,  of  calling  himself  a  king,  and  of  forbidding  to  pay 
tribute  to  Cesar.  But  Pilate,  finding  no  fault  in  him,  did 
all  he  could  to  save  him  from  the  malice  of  the  Jews  ; 
and  it  being  a  custom  to  release  a  malefactor  on  occasion 
of  their  great  feast,  he  proposed  to  i  hastise  him  and  let 
him  go.  This,  however,  would  not  satisfy  his  inveterate 
enemies,  who  cried  out  loudly,  Crucify  him  !  Crucify 
him  !  Whereupon,  Pilate4  seujn*  be  could  not  prevail  to 
^4 
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save  him,  took  water  and  washed  his  hands  before  the 
multitude,  saying,  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just 
person;  see  ye  to  it.  To  which  the  Jews  replied  with  this 
dreadful  imprecation,  His  blood  be  on  us  and  our  children, 

Thus  wearied  by  their  importunities  and  clamour,  Pi- 
late released  Barabbas,  a  murderer,  and  having  caused 
Jesus  to  be  scourged,  delivered  him  to  the  Jews,  to  be  cru» 
cified.  Then  the  soldiers,  having  put  a  crown  of  thorns 
upon  his  head,  mocking  him,  spitting  on  him,  and  offer- 
ing him  other  indignities,  they  carried  him  to  a  place 
called  Golgotha,  where  they  crucified  him  between  two 
common  malefactors.  u  And  there  was  darkness  over  all 
the  land  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  hour  ;  and  the  veil 
of  the  Temple  was  rent  in  twain  ;  the  earth  did  quake, 
and  the  rocks  rent  ;"  as  if  all  nature  suffered,  when  the 
Lord  of  life  and  glory  expired  on  the  cross. 

One  of  the  thieves  that  weie  crucified  with  the  blessed 
Jesus,  became  a  penitent  on  the  cross,  atid  found  mercy, 
receiving  this  gracious  promise  from  his  dying  Saviour — 
11  This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise."  But  we 
ought  by  no  means  to  look  upon  this  extraordinary  case 
as  an  encouragement  to  a  death  bed  repentance  :  for,  as 
a  great  divine  observes,  "  We  read  of  one  mans  being 
pardoned  at  the  hour  of  death,  that  none  may  despair, 
and  of  but  one,  xhat  none  may  presume." 

When  the  evening  was  come,  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  an 
honourable  counsellor,  and  disciple  ol  Jesus,  went  to  Pi- 
late, and  begged  his  body  ;  and  having  wrapped  it  in  fine, 
linen,  he  laid  it  in  his  own  new  sepuichre.  But,  on  the 
third  day  after  his  burial,  our  Lord  arose  triumphant  from 
the  grave  ;  at  which  time  there  was  a  great  earthquake, 
and  the  soldiers  trembled,  and  became  as  dead  men,  at 
*he  appearance  of  an  angel,  whose  countenance  was  like 
lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow. 

The  blessed  Jesus,  to  put  his  resurrection  out  of  all 
doubt,  shewed  himself  alive,  by  many  infallible  proofs: 
He  was  first  seen  by  Mary  Magdalen,  and  other  devout 
women  ;  then  by  Peter  and  John  ;  then  by  the  eleven  ; 
and  after  that  by  above  five  hundred  brethren  at  once  : 
And  having  remained  on  earth  forty  days,  and  spoke  to 
his  apostles  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Godt 
he  assembled  thera  on  mount  Olivet,  and  there  assured 
them,  that  they  should  in  a  short  time  receive  the  Holv 
Ghost,  and  be  witnesses  to  him,  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  (n 
all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  0f 
the.  earth.     Soon  after  this,  whilst  they  beheld,  he  was  ta. 
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ken  up,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight.  And 
as  they  were  looking  steadfast  towards  heaven,  (not.  per- 
haps, without  some  uneasiness  at  the  loss  of  their  dear 
Lord  and  Master,)  they  saio  two  men  stand  by  them  in 
white  apparel,  who  gave  them  this  comfortable  assurance  : 
"  The  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heav- 
en, shall  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  in- 
to heaven."  Upon  which  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  to 
wait  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  Lord's  promise. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


The  Descent  of  the  Holy   Ghost.      Ananias  and  Sapphira 
struck  dead  for  telling  a  lie.     Stephen  stoned. 

ON  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  10th  day  after  Christ's 
ascension,  the  apostles  being  all  met  together  in  one  place, 
there  suddenly  came  a  sound  from  heaven,  as  of  a  rushing, 
mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the  house  where  they  were 
silting  And  there  appeared  upon  them  cloven  tongues,  like 
as  of  fire,  and  it  sat  upon-  each  of  them.  And  they  were  all 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues]  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance:  The  rumour 
of  this  prodigy  drew  together  a  mixed  multitude  of  sever- 
al nations  :  And  to  their  great  amazement,  every  man 
heard  the  apostles  speak  in  his  own  language,  of  the  won- 
derful works  01  God.  On  this  memorable  occasion,  by 
the  powerful  preaching  of  St.  Peter,  about  3000  souls 
were  added  to  the  church  of  Christ. 

By  this  plentiful  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  according 
to  the  divine  promise,  the  apostles  were  enabled  to  work 
miracles  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  many  thousands  were 
converted  to  the  Christian  faith,  who  constantly  followed 
them,  living  all  in  common;  and  wanting  nothing  ;  for 
those  who  had  estates  and  possessions  sold  them,  and 
brought  the  money  to  the  apostles,  who  divided  it  among 
the  believers,  in  proportion  to  their  several  necessities. 
But  a  certain  mnn,  named  Ananias,  and  his  wife  Sapphi- 
ra,  having  sold  some  land,  brought  only  part  of  the  mon- 
ey to  the  apostles,  pretending  it  was  the  whole.  This  be- 
ing a  most  wicked  endeavour  to  impose  upon  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  a  lie,  Peter  severely  rebuked  Ananias  for  it,  who 
thereupon  fell  down  dead  at  his  feet,  and  was  carried  out 
and  buried.  His  wife  coming  in  soon  after, and  not  know- 
ing  what  had  happened,  persisted  in  the  same  story  ;  and 
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being-  also  reprimanded  by  Peter,  fell  down  and  expired, 
and  was  carried  to  her  grave  by  those  very  men  who  had 
just  done  the  same  office  for  her  husbaud. — A  terrible 
warning  to  all  liars,  hypocrites,  and  pretended  zealots  in 
the  cause  of  religion  ! 

Stephen,  one  of  the  deacons,  having  confounded  some 
persons  that  disputed  with  him,  they  falsely  accused  him 
of  blasphemy,  and  brought  him  before  the  council ;  where 
the  good  mn.fi,  full  offailh  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,so  boldly 
reprehended  the  obstinacy  of  the  Jews,  and  their  murder- 
ing the  blessed  Jesus,  that  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and 
gnashed  on  him  with  their  teeth.  Jind  cast  him  out  of  the. 
city,  and  stoned  him,  he  calling  upon  God,  and  saying, 
Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.  Nor  did  the  holy  martyr 
pray  for  himself  only,  hut  (after  the  example  of  his  great 
Master,)  for  his  persecutors  also  ;  crying  with  his  last 
breath,  "  Lord,,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  miraculous  conversion  of  St.  Paul.     St.  Peter  deliv- 
ered out  of  prison  by  an  Jingel.     St.  Paul  shipwrecked. 

THE  death  of  the  first  martyr,  Stephen,  was  followed 
by  a  great  persecution  ol  thecharch  at  Jerusalem,  iuso- 
rnuch  that  the  believers  were  scattered  abroad  throughout 
the  regions  of  J  udea  and  Samaria.  But  among  all  the 
persecutors  of  the  primitive  Christians,  no  one  exerted 
himself  against  them  with  s©  much  fury  and  bitterness 
as  Saul,  (who  was  also  called  Paul)  and  became  after- 
wards the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  He  (a3  the  scrip- 
tures strougly  expresses  it)  "breathing  out  threatenings  of 
slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,"  obtained 
letters  from  the  high  priest  and  the  councils,  to  the  syna- 
gogues of  Damascus,  that  he  might  apprehend  all  who 
professed  the  religion  of  Jesus  in  those  parts,  and  bring 
them  bound  to  Jerusalem.  But  when  he  came  near  to 
Damascus,  there  suddenly  shone  round  about  him,  a  light 
from  heaven  ;  and  he  fell  on  the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice 
saying  to  him,  T*  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutes!  thou  me  ? 
And  he  said,  Who  art  thou,  Lord  ?  And  the  Lord  said,  I 
am  Jesus,  whom  thou  persecutest :  It  is  hard  for  thee  to 
kick  against  the  pricks."  At  the  same  time  being  struck 
v. ith  blindness,  his  attendants  were  obliged  to  lead  him 
to  Damascus,  where,  after  three  days;  he  was  restored  tr 
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s ] ir *i t  by  Annanias,  anil  preached  the  gospel  in  that  citv 
with  great  boldness,  to  the  astonishment  of  those  whc 
knew  the  design  of  his  coming  thither,  and  what  a 
bloody  persecutor  he  had  been  of  all  that  called  ou  the 
name  of  Jesus. 

After  Said's  conversion,  the  churches  had  rest  through- 
out all  Judea,  Gaiiiee,  and  Samaria  :  But  in  a  few  year's 
time,  king  Herod  Agrippa,  observing  the  extraordinary 
progress  of  the  gospel,  raised  up  a  persecution  against 
the  Christians,  and  killed  James,  the  brother  of  John, 
with  his  sword.  He  also  caused  Peter  to  be  apprehend- 
ed and  imprisoned,  intending,  after  Easter,  to  bring  him 
forth  to  the  Jews,  who  were  pleased  with  his  cruel  pro- 
ceedings. But  the  very  night  before  Herod  intended  to 
have  delivered  him  to  his  enemies,  an  angel  of  the  Lord 
was  sent  to  Peter  in  prison,  who  was  chained,  and  sleep- 
ing between  two  soldiers.  At  the  command  of  the  angel, 
Peter  arose,  and  the  chains  fell  off  from  his  hands  ;  and 
having  passed  two  wards,  they  came  to  the  iron  gate, 
which  opened  of  its  own  accord,  at  their  approach;  and 
Pefor  being  now  at  liberty,  the  angel  departed.  Thus  it 
pleased  God  to  deliver  his  servant  out  of  the  hands  of 
Herod,  and  to  frustrate  the  bloody  design  and  expectation 
of  the  Jews. 

As  to  the  apostle  Paul,  having  escaped  from  Damascus, 
(where  the  Jews  laid  wait  to  kill  him,)  he  came  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  spake  boldly  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Tarsus,  travelled  through  Syria  and 
Ciiiria,  and  having  visited  divers  other  parts  of  Asia, 
(chiefly  ki  company  with  Barnabas.)  performing  many 
miracles,  and  converting  vast  numbers  to  the  Christian 
faith,  he  was  at  last  apprehended  by  the  Jews,  at  Jeru- 
salem, aod  would  have  been  put  to  death,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  chief  captain  of  the  Roman*,  who  sent  him  under 
a  strong  guard  to  Felix,  the  Roman  governor  of  Judea, 
then  residing  at  Cesarea.  Felix,  finding  the  Jews  una- 
ble to  prove  any  thing  worthy  of  death  against  hiiii,  treat- 
ed him  with  lenity;  notwithstanding  which,  when 
Pontius  Festus  succeeded  him  in  the  government,  being 
willing  to  show  the  Jews  a  pleasure,  he  left  Paul  in  prison. 
This  great  apostle,  as  the  most  certain  wav  to  escape 
the  malice  of  th<;  J.ws,  who  were  implacably  bent  to 
destroy  him.  at  last  appealed  to  Cesar  himself;  and  be- 
ing p'.it  on  hoard  a  ship,  with  other  prisoners,  in  order  to 
i-e  sent  to  Rome,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm, 
whereby  they  were    shipwrecked  oa  t!;e   coast  of  Melita, 
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■now  Malta)  the  vessel  being  beat  to  pieces,  but  every 
one  got  safe  to  shore.  The  islanders  treated  (hern  with 
great  humanity,  and  made  a  fire  to  warm  them  ;  but  St. 
Paul,  having  gathered  a  bundle  of  sticks,  and  laid  them  on 
a  fire,  a  viper  came  out  and  fastened  on  his  hand,  which 
made  them  conclude  he  was  a  wicked  man,  whom  ven- 
geance would  not  suffer  to  live,  though  he  had  escaped 
the  shipwreck.  However,  when  they  saw  him  shake  oil 
the  viper  into  the  fire,  without  receiving  any  harm,  they 
changed  their  minds,  and  said,  he  teas  a  God.  The  a- 
pqstle,  having  continued  in  this  island  three  months,  cur- 
ing the  sick,  and  healing  all  manner  of  diseases,  sailed 
from  thence. and  arrived  safe  at  Hume,  where  he  was  a 
prisoner  at  large,  and  lived  two  whole  years  in  his  own 
lured  house,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  teaching 
ihose  things  -which  concern  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  without 
any  molestation. 

After  this,  St.  John  obtained  his  liberty,  preaching  the 
gospel  in  Spain,  and  then  founding  a  church  at  Crete, 
constituted  Titus  the  bishop  of  it.  Then  taking  Timo.thy 
with  him,  he  visited  the  churches  in  Judea  and  other 
parts;  and  having  ordained  Timothy  bishop  of  Ephesus. 
and  visited  the  Corinthiams,  and  the  brethren  in  Asia  and 
at  Troas,  he  returned  to  Rome,  where,  meeting  with  Pe- 
ter, they  joined  in  preaching  the  gospel  both  to  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  until  they  were  cast  into  prison,  by  order  of  Me- 
lius, ihe  governor,  and  offered  up  their  lives  as  a  testimo 
ny  of  the  truth.  St.  Paul  was  beheaded,  as  being  a  Ro- 
man citizen  ;  but  St.  Peter,  not  being  entitled  to  that  priv- 
ilege, was  crucified. 

THE  ^C!^C•I^USS©N,. 

Of  the  last  Judgment. 

As  a  proper  conclusion  of  this  History  of  the  Bible,  we 
shall  add  a  few  words,  relating  to  that  tremendous  day, 
the  Day  of  Judgment  ;  a  time  when  all  mankind  must  ap- 
pear before  the  Judge  of  Heaven  and  earth,  and  give  an 
account  of  their  actions  in  this  life,  whether  they  are  good 
or  evil.  This  time,  in  the  Holy  Scripture,  is  termed,  The 
great  and  terrible1  day  of  the  Lcrd  :  the  day  when  the  sun 
shall  be. darkened,  and  the-  moon  shall  not  give  her  light, 
and  the  stars  shatl  fall  from  Heaven,  and  the  sinners  in  Si- 
tin  shall  be  afraid.  Atthis  day,  Christ  shall  descend  from 
Heaven,  in 'his  "own  and  his  Father's  glory,  with  a  shout, 
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jsitk  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of 
God;  on  which  awakening  summons,  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  grave  shall  come  forth,  the  living  shall  be  changed, 
and  all  shall  appear  before  his  awful  tribunal,  who  shall 
judge  the  world  in  righteousness.  With  hitn  there  will 
be  no  respect  of  persons  ;  the  monarch  and  the  peasant 
will  be  upon  a  level  :  Small  and  great  shall  stand  before 
him  ;  the  books  shall  be  opened,  and  every  man  shall  be 
judged  according  to  his  works.  Then  will  the  righteous 
be  carried  by  angels  of  light  to  tlieir  seat  of  bliss  in  Heav- 
en, thereto  enjoy  unspeakable  and  everlasting  happiness; 
and  the  wicked  will  be  cast  into  hell,  into  a  place  of  wo 
and  misery,  to  dwell  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  where 
ike  worm  dies  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched. 
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Excellence  of  the  Bible. 

1  FATHER  of  mercies,  in  thy  word 

What  endless  glory  shines  ! 
For  ever  be  thy  name  ador'd 
For  these  celesUal  lines  ! 

2  Here  may  the  wretched  sons  of  want 

Exhaustless  riches  tint!  : 
Riches,  above  what  earth  can  grant, 
And  lasting  as  the  mind. 

3  Here  the  fair  tree  of  knowledge  grows,. 

And  yields  a  sweet  repast; 
Subli mer  sweets  than  nature  knows 
Invite  the  longing  taste. 

4  Elere  springs  of  consolation  rise 

To  cheer  the  fainting  mind  ; 

And  thirsty  souls  receive  supplies, 

And  sweet  refreshment  find. 

5  Here  the  Redeemer's  welcome  voice 

Spreads  heav'nly  peace  around  ; 
And  life  and  everlasting  joys 
Attend  the  blissful  sound  ! 

6  0  may  these  heav'nly  pages  be 

My  ever  dear  delight  ; 
And  still  new  beauties  may  I  see, 
And  still  increasing  light  ! 

7  Divine  Instructer,  gracious  Lord, 

Be  thou  for  ever  near  ; 
Teach  me  to  love  thy  sarred  «-nrd, 
And  View  my  Saviour  there! 


